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Timber Creek Models 


Timber Creek Models are offering a new service to Australian Railway 
Modellers of Architectural Buildings. 
We now offer : 
1. Limited run kits of your design 
2. Structures built from scratch 
3. All Scales from HOn3 to 1/2" (1:24). 
4. We work from Plans or Photos. 
5. On Site check of measurements arranged. 
6. "One-Off" buildings constructed. 
7. Colonial Style buildings or Modern. 


8. Masters moulded for Plaster Cast Building 
Facades. 


9. Specialising in Weathering. 
10. Bridge Building, Stations, Signal Boxes, etc. 


11. Kit Building Service and Detailing of any kit 
type (HOn3 and larger scales). 


12. Design Service available. 


Please 'phone Philip Shapter on 03 9553 0470 for further details. 
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1995 MODEL RAILWAY | 
BAZAARS & TOY FAIRS | 


BLIY SELL & SWAP 
MELBOURNES GREATEST MODEL RAILWAY “SWAPMEET™ | 


Saturday 9th December 1995 9:30am - 4pm 
*FREE ADMISSION * FREE ADMISSION* 


Scout Hall, Mahoneys Reserve, Mahoneys Road , Forest Hill 
Melways Map Reference : Map 62 - Ref C4 


MELBOURNES LARGEST SELECTION OF NEW 


AND USED MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT | 
| Clockwork * Electric * Toy Trains * All Makes, Models and Gauges, | 
Locos, Rolling Stock, Track, Buildings, Controllers, Books, [ 
| Accessories Etc., Hornby * Lima * Triang * Marklin * Hornby Dublo * | 
Fleischmann * Wrenn * Athearn * Roco * Bachmann * 


MODEL CARS * DIE-CAST * TINPLATE 
Toy Soldiers * Tin Toys * Model Kits * Planes * Boats * Dinky — 
Corgi * Matchbox * Britains * Micro * Lesney | 
Free valuation service for your old toys 
Tea, Coffee, Refreshments Available 


FREE ADMISSION | 


| 
FR | 
For information and table bookings telephone (03) 795 3646 | 


e. NO SMOKING PERMITTED IN HALL 
~ || Presented by Box Hill and District Modellers And Collectors Club | 


QWAPREORE 8 
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WANTED! 


Model Trains 
All makes, models and gauges 
Hornby * Triang * Wrenn * Fleischmann * Lima * Rivarossi 


L.G.B. * Athearn * Marklin * Powerline * Bachmann * Roco 
Mainline * Dapol 


Model Railway Equipment 


Collections * Single items * Deceased estates * anything considered 


Early Toy Trains 
Clockwork * Electric * Steam * Tinplate * Diecast * Engines 
Rolling stock *. Accessories * Catalogues 


Bassett-Lowke * Hornby * Bing * Lionel * Robilt * Ferris 


Trixtwin * Mettoy * Hornby-Dublo * American Flyer * Marx 
Leeds * Ives * Exley * Farish * Bowman 


All old and early trains and toys considered! 


Wanted by enthusiastic collector, member of Train Collectors 
Society and Hornby Railway Collectors Association 


Top cash paid for‘good quality items 


Write to Train Collector, 4 Tarwin Court, North Dandenong, 
Vic 3175 . 
Phone (03) 795 3646 


Editorial 


Having read, with some surprise, in 
the last JOURNAL, that I am to be the 
new Editor, (he was ‘railroaded!’... Man- 
aging Editor)I suppose it behoves me to 
introduce myself to those Members for- 
tunate enough not to have met me up till 
now. But firstly, let me comment on the 
sterling work Rex has done in this job 
for so many years. He has laboured long 
and hard and I can only hope his stand- 
ards will be maintained. 

For myself - I first became interested 
in model trains (as I recall) around 1927, 
when, for my birthday I acquired an 
American Flyer spring driven toy train 
set. The loco was cast iron! A year or so 
later I had a Gauge O live steamer - the 
Bowman 0-4-0T oscillator (and dribbler). 
Later still, there was a Bassett-Lowke live 
steamer - the 4-6-0 ‘Super Enterprise’. 
But the highlight has to be that I became 
the proud owner of an example of the 
original mass-produced HO toy train 
sets! It was the BING spring driven set, 
with a 2-4-OT loco, with lithografted 
tinplate body, three tinplate coaches, 
lithographed pressed tinplate track (with 
tinplate stove and grass coloured ballast!) 
two points, a station, a tunnel, semaphore 
signals, telegraph poles and two litho- 
graphed tinplate buffer stops. From 
those mass produced sets, made in Ger- 
many for Bassett-Lowke, HO as we know 
it today, developed. The gauge then was 
5/8 of an inch NOT 16.5 mm! As the song 
says - [remember it well! One of the trag- 
edies of my life is that it was lost in tran- 
sit when my parents moved from Ad- 
elaide to Melbourne. After that, I gradu- 
ated to the study of the works of Henry 
Greenley, Ernest Steele, John Ahern, 
Edward Beale, John Allen, et al - well, 
you know the rest of the story! 

I don’t think I am one of the 50 Foun- 
dation Members referred to by Norm 
Read elsewhere in this issue, but I do 
know Tim Dunlop talked me into join- 
ing this Association very shortly after it 
was founded. 

Back to JOURNAL! It is common 
knowledge that the greatest difficulty any 
publication of this nature encounters is 
that the supply of contributions is, to put 
it politely, spasmodic. I shall put it 
bluntly - KEEP THESE ARTICLES 
COMING! 

Checking other people’s copy, as I 
have been doing for years, I have learned 


Secretary’s Desk 
Notes from the Registrar 
Gold Coast MotoRail 
Down Memory Lane 
Have You Seen 

As | Saw it 

State News 

Victoria 

Western Australia 
New South Wales 
Queensland 


that a writer often expresses an idea in a way 


crystal clear to him, but meaningless to his 
readers. Sometimes, even OUR contribu- 
tions have been guilty of this. So, I would 
ask anyone submitting an article to include 
with it, their FULL NAME, ADDRESS & 
PHONE NUMBER, as well as best contact 
time to enable me to clarify any ambiguities. 
I'd hate to have other members berating 
Roger or me for printing something YOU 
didn’t mean! It would also help us greatly to 
receive articles in duplicate (Yes, an origi- 
nal and a photostat). 

Any corrections would then be made on 
the copy, leaving the original to be scanned 
into the computer. From then, it would be- 
come a simple matter to transfer corrections 
manually off the copy, from the keyboard. 
Does that sound Irish? Yes? Well, it would 
certainly simplify and speed the production 
of JOURNAL. 

In the meantime, wish me luck. 


Neil R Riches 


Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
20th October for hand written articles, 27th 
October for neatly typed articles and State 
News and articles on floppy disk (IBM for- 
mat either 3% or 5%) and 11th November 
for addresses and envelopes. Collating and 
posting is expected on 20th November. 


On the Cover 


One of the examples of fine HO scale mod- 
elling at the AMRA Queensland Annual Ex- 
hibition this year. This display, part of the 
Union Pacific Model Railway exhibit, is named 
Copperhead Mining Company, the work of 
Wayne Spence. It shows what can be done 
with a circle of track a some offcuts of timber 
etc. No expensive raw materials were needed 
for the construction of this display.. 


Contents 
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Notice 


This publication accepts no respon- 
sibility for the accuracy or reliability of 
articles or advertising published herein, 
statements made or opinions expressed 
in papers or discussions, nor do we nec- 
essarily subscribe to the views ex- 
pressed or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or 
practice of advertisers herein. This pub- 
lication reserves, at all times, the right 
to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 


Credits 


Managing Editor Roger Lloyd 
6 Kiers Court, Rosanna East 3084 
Editor Emeritus Rex Little 
PO Box 46, Nunawading 3131 
Editor Neil Riches 
1/44 Bourke Street Mentone 3194 
Advertising Manager 
| Mrs Elizabeth Secker 
2 Hilltop Avenue, Glen Iris 3146 

Sub Editors: 
Queensland Steve Malone 
11 Parkland Street, Toombul 4012 
Victoria Geoff Brown 
3 Rivette Court, Keilor Downs 3038 
New South Wales Vacant 
Western Australia Tim Shenton 
P.O. Box 4086, Kalgoorlie 6430 


Cartoonist RTB 
Layout Roger Lloyd 
Typing Helen Falkingham 
Printing-contents 


AMRA Victorian Branch 
Printing-covers Ron Hansen 
Status Printing 

248 Inkerman Street, East St Kilda 
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Secretary's Desk 


The transfer of the membership records 
from dBaselII+ to MyDatabase took some- 
what longer than expected. This was 
mostly due to difficulties that I had in load- 
ing the new program (my having been vol- 
unteered by the committee to do the job). 
Then came the task of entering everyone’s 
membership numbers. 

Unfortunately the membership num- 
bers were not entered in time to appear on 
the labels on the last issue of Journal but 
were completed soon after. 

With the loss of the July/August issue 
of Journal which usually contains the re- 
newal notices, it was decided that a sepa- 
rate posting of renewal notices was re- 
quired. This has been done and you should 
have received your renewal notice by now 
in a separate mailing. With the notices 
going separately we have taken the oppor- 
tunity to put your name, address, and mem- 
bership number on the renewal notice for 
you and only require you to note any cor- 
rections and give advice as to which fam- 
ily members are renewing. 

The membership cards issued when you 
renew this time will show your member- 
ship number as well as the usual details. 
This will hopefully remove the confusion 
regarding the receipt number that has al- 
ways appeared on the membership card 
and is not your membership number. Fam- 
ily members will also have their member- 
ship numbers shown on their new cards. 

You will be able to make the Registrar’s 


job a little easier in future when notifying 
changes of address, etc. by including your 
membership number as shown in the top 
right hand comer of the label on your Jour- 
nal, or on your new membership card when 
notifying him of change of address, etc. 

Please don’t forget that your renewal is 
due to be paid by 1st September. 


There has not been much response yet 
regarding the forming of a committee to 
review the standards. Where are all of the 
experienced modellers out there who build 
their own equipment? Now is your chance 
to be involved in deciding whether the ex- 
isting standards are still appropriate. It 
would be preferable to have all major scales 
represented on the committee so that all 
of the standards can be reviewed properly. 
Do you want your scale to be left out? It’s 
still not too late to join the committee. 

The Federal AGM is fast approaching. 
Nominations for the new Federal COM are 
open until end of September. If you wish 
to nominate anyone, please get your nomi- 
nation to me by then. If as in previous years 
there are insufficient nominations to re- 
quire a vote then the AGM will be held at 
the usual time in November. Should a vote 
be required then the AGM will be deferred 
and a postal ballot held. 

In any case, if you will be unable to at- 
tend the AGM then you can still have your 
say in how the Association is run, by writ- 
ing to me before the AGM. I will ensure 
that your views are put to the membership 
at the meeting. Even if you miss the AGM, 


you can still put forward your views at any 

time by writing to the Federal COM. (The 

suggestion to review the standards was 

made by one of our members writing to the 
COM, as also was the Layout Register.) 

Stephen Chapman 

Federal Secretary 

(membership number 3733) 


From the Managing Editor 


My apologies to an advertiser and the 
NSW C.O.M. for jumping the gun in go- 
ing to the new 9 digit telephone numbers. 
The leaflet I received from Austel (or was 
it Telecom or perhaps Telstra?) gave me 
the distinct impression that NSW was 
changing at the same time as Victoria. 
But such is not the case. However, when 
your numbers do change, please let me 
know so that the Directory below can be 
updated. 

The C.O.M. has finally invested in a 
new Laser printer for ther artwork. You 
should find the printing more distinct, 
and I am now able to use the correct 
printer’s quotes. 

Congratulations to Norm Read, our 
Registrar who reached his 80th in Au- 
gust. A surprise party was arranged for 
Norm at the NSW Branch Clubrooms. 

Anyone interested in giving Norm a 
break and take on the duties of Regis- 
trar? 


Roger Lloyd 
Managing Editor 


Information and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 


Federal Committee 


Federal President Brian Tyson 22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 02 872 3512 
PO Box 150 North Strathfield NSW 2137 

Federal Secretary Stephen J Chapman 27 Josephine Crescent Moorebank NSW 2170 02 824 1295 
Federal Registrar Norm Read 3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 02 642 3828 
Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 02 456 2868 
New South Wales Committee 
President Phil Kelly 20 Lee Street Condell Park NSW 2200 02 790 5317 
Secretary David Bennett 200 President Avenue Miranda NSW 2228 02 524 3655 
Treasurer Jack Parker 34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 02 724 5348 
Publicity Officer Vacant 
Address all correspondence to: 

The Secretary PO Box 194 Rockdale NSW 2216 
Clubroom address and telephone: Chapel Lane Rockdale 02 567 1899 
Victorian Committee 
President Bob Edwards P.O. Box 110, Blackburn Vic 3130 03 9802 6887 
Secretary John Harry 68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 03 9570 4406 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 03 9583 8655 
Clubroom address and telephone: 92 Wills Street Glen Iris Vic 03 9885 7034: 
Queensland Committee 
President Tony Weber 38 Alice Street Goodna Qld 4300 07 288 1819 
Secretary Bob Mawson 633 Webster Road Chermside Qid 4034 07 359 1031 
Treasurer Arthur Hayes 21 Madison Street Sunnybank Hills Qld 4109 07 345 7887 
Clubroom address and telephone: 20 Murphy Road Zillmere Qld 07 862 9633 
Western Australian Committee 
President Simon Mead 11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 09 276 8745 
Vice President Geoff Bell 1/331 Preston Point Road Attadale WA 6156 09 330 7846 
Secretary Barry Bryant 139 Seventh Road Armadale WA 6112 09 399 1116 
Treasurer Alan Porter 21 Prosser Way Myaree WA 6154 09 330 1848 
Clubroom address and telephone: 24 Moojebing Street Bayswater WA 09 377 3456 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would be most welcome. Please send them to the Managing Editor) 


Notes from the Registrar 


By the time.you are reading these notes, 
all members whose subscription expires on 
or maybe expired by August the 31st, will 
have received in the post a renewal form. 
If anyone did not receive one, it is because, 
according to my records, they are either 
honorary or financial for the next 12 
months at least. 

Whether we will send out reminder 
notices may depend on the response to the 
direct mailout and when the next Journal 
is likely to hit the deck. 

We hope Roger will have been able to 
accept the offers of help in the setting up 
of Journal and thus get back to regular 
production times. While going through all 
the membership listing and applying the 
membership number, out of curiosity | 
spent a further bit of time on some other 
figures, basically length of membership. 

The following table sets out the result: 


Membership Time to Numbers 
Numbers Achieve still 
Members 
(50) At foundation (5) 
1-1000 1/6/51-30/6/64 45 
1001-2000 1/7/64-31/12/73 56 
2001-3000 1/1/74-31/7/79 93 
3001-4000 1/8/79-25/6/87 201 
4001-5000 26/6/87-31/8/93 446 
5001-5315 1/9/93-7/7/95 281 
Total 1122 
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AMRA Memberdhip Changes 


We welcome the following new members to AMRA 


MILLS T.L 
DANGER L. 
DANGER Mrs 
DAVIES G.D.J 
DODDS R.W. 
HOPPER D.S. 
LITTLELY G. 


SHAPKARIS T. 


MORGAN K.L 


SHERIDAN N. 


DALZELL C. 


DEVANEY T.M 


EVANS M. 


HUBBARD M.J 


McDONNELL 
NAIRN D.B 


E 


L 3/566 Miller St. Cammeray 2062 


M.T 
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NAIRN Mrs J. 
OLIVER J.S 

OM RICHARD A. 

FM RICHARD Mrs S. 
OM WARD Cmdr. R.E 


FM 


HO US OM BATICH J.F 


Those among you who like figuring may 
care to work out which were our most suc- 
cessful periods. 

At the time of preparing these notes the 
W.A Branch is within a cats whisker of 
achieving the 10% increase to receive a 
$100-00 donation. The higher the Branch 
membership, the more difficult it is to 
achieve the required increase. The lower 
attendance at their exhibition this year 


8 Parker St. Northbridge 2063 9580445 

1 Raywood Crt Thomastown 3074 4643084 

6 Marden Rd Thornlie 6108 4595994 

210 Epsom Ave Belmont 6104 2777149 

113 Holden Rd Roleystone 6111 3975104 

12 Moir Place Midvale 6056 2743171 

44 King William St Bayswater 6053 2710067 

61 Beaconsfild St Bexley 2207 wk4396511 
9566552 

36a Regent Ave. Mt Pleasant 6153 3647819 

27 Wynyard Way Thornlie 6108 4593663 

51 Diosma Way Forrest Field 5058 4539374 

7 Scott Place Hillarys 6025 4016021 

66 Camboon Rd. Morley 6062 2768478 

16 Sutherland Way Cloverdale 6105 2775335 

111 Hillview Dve Drummond Cove 6530 099381347 

3/3 Morrow Mews Kardinya 6163 3147770 

HMAS Morseby Warship Sect PM.Exchange 6958 
5500553 

21 Stratton Ave Lenah Valley 7008 002280472 

possibly had some bearing on the number 
who joined. 


It seems to me that there is always a 
number who get carried away at an exhibi- 
tion, join up, but drop out on next renewal 
time. Guess it depends on how deep their 
interest is; few ever give any reason for not 
renewing! 

Norm Read 


] 

we i ae 
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by P Cokley 


One prototype passenger motorail serv- 
ice that was chock full of stimulus to 
enthrall the modeller was the “Gold Coast 
MotoRail”. A particular fascination it of- 
fered was terminal shunting. 

Modellers who are terminal shunting 
devotees lust for carriages and wagons to 
shunt around their layout. Shunting the 
“Gold Coast Motorail” around their lay- 
out could offer “terminal freaks” all the 
challenges they crave. 

The northern terminus of the motorail 
was Murwillumbah. It is about forty min- 
utes drive from Queensland’s Gold Coast, 
which gave the train its name. 

Murwillumbah was inspected on Satur- 
day 22/7/89. Before the motorail arrived, a 


eg RP eae? Pe 


Gold Coast MotoRail 


spare motorail wagon was spotted up to- 
wards the cement unloading area to the 
north of the station. Several louvre vans 
for the Banana Growers Federation were 
parked under the freight awning south of 
the platform. 


MotoRail Rolling stock 


The consist on Saturday 22/7/89 was 
44236+ 44225, MBY, MBY, PHN, FAM, 
LAN, FAM, FAM, SDS, ABS, ODS, RDH, 
BH, SBS, FHH. 

The 2 locomotives were members of the 
442 class. These were Alco type units of 
2000 HP each. 

The 2 MBY’s were the Motorail wag- 
ons. The first had 8 cars and the second 


had 4 cars. PHN supplied power genera- 
tion and guard’s accommodation, although 
the afternoon UP train had the guard on 
the FHH. FAM’s were twinette sleepers; 
the LAN was the roomette sleeper; SDS / 
ODS / BH / SBS were sitters; RDH was the 
sitter with the take-a-away food service and 
bar section; FHH was s sitter with guard/ 
parcels/baggage section attached. The ABS 
was a dining car. 


MotoRail Shunting Procedures 


The on time arrival of the train in 
Murwillumbah at 1110 am [NSW Timeta- 
ble issued 2/4/89] signalled the start of a 
very busy time for the dynamic station 
crew. It commenced with the passage of the 
locomotive along the platform. The loco 
crew passed down a large brown envelope 
to the platform attendant. This contained 
the keys for the cars carried on the moto- 
rail wagons. 

Since the motorail wagons were located 
at the northern end of the train, shunting 

could begin without 


dee waiting for the passen- 


ae ~~ gers to completely dis- 


embark. 
The MBY’s were un- 
| coupled and shunted by 
| =e ny the train locos onto the 
| motorail siding within 
six minutes of the train’s 
arrival. The unloading 
jramp was on wheels at 
| both ends. It needed two 
4 people to push/ pull it 
i across the concrete. The 
Sramp was moved into 
i place after the locomo- 
tive had uncoupled 
ma from the MBY wagons 
;_and shunted across to 
# the loop line and stabled 
va beside the passenger 
carriages. 
The ramp fitted onto 
the northern end of the 
MBY’s. When it was in 
--—=---~ Place the cars can then 
be driven off. They were 
then taken to the clean- 
ers. The cleaning took 
<,place under an awning 
“and involved detergent. 
eg After hosing off the suds 
athe cars were driven to 
the car park to await 
claiming by the owners. 
The last car was gone by 
1150 am. 
The train came to a 
stop with the PHN gen- 
facrator van at the north- 


Top: 44236 leads 
the motorail into 
Murwillumbah 
22/7/89. The 
driver passes down 
the car key envelope. 
Bottom: The moto- 
rail siding and 
unloading ramp 
22/7/89. - 


Right: The unloading ramp is 
moved into position 22/7/89. | 


ern end of the platform. This 
meant the motorail wagons were 
blocking the level crossing. The 
platform staff acted as safety es- 
corts for the locomotives every 
time they shunted over the level 
crossing. The crossing was 
cleared as soon as the motorail 
wagons were shunted and the 7 
locomotives had moved down § 
the loop line for stabling. 

Cleaning and watering of the 
carriages took place after shunt- 
ing had been completed for the 
morning. The watering pipes — 
and hoses were of the standard 
type as found alongside the 
tracks at many passenger termi- * 
nals. When did you last seethese ~ 
pipes and hoses modelled on lay- 
outs displayed at large model 
exhibitions?? 


Return Journey 


By 1430 pm the locomotives were back 
across the northern end of the level cross- 
ing and had already pushed the carriages 
south along the platform track. This meant 
that the MBY wagons could be attacked 
without blocking the level crossing. 

Loading of the cars onto the motorail 
wagons was in progress. This southbound 
train carried twelve motor cars. Each car 
was secured by an adjustable chock that 
was clipped on the outside of each wheel 
and screwed tight against the wheel. Some 
mud flaps had to be raised out of the way 
to obtain suitable pressure on the tyre. The 
locomotives coupled onto the motorail 
wagons at 1455 pm and had them shunted 
onto the PHN by 1459 pm. The next shunt 
was for the locos to run around the train 
and couple onto the FHH at the southern 
end, which was completed by 1505 pm. The 


consist was the same as that which arrived 
that morning, with 44225 leading 44236 
southbound. 

Before the southbound train departed, 
all that was needed was for the passengers, 
luggage and parcels to be loaded. On time 
departure was at 1600 pm, with hundreds 
of happy passengers, including the drivers 
for the twelve cars on the MBY wagons. 
Next morning these drivers, refreshed af- 
ter a good meal and sleep aboard the mo- 
torail, would have been ready for whatever 
traffic Sydney could serve up to them. 
Without the motorail, they would have 
driven all the way, arriving with a danger- 
ous dose of “driver fatigue”. 


Early Days 


The Murwillumbah terminal wasn’t al- 
ways like this. The early Murwillumbah 


Murwillumbah 1989 - Passenger Shunting Lines 


Track diagram key 

A Motorail unloading siding 1989 
B_ Motorail unloading siding 1970's 
C Motor vehicle cleaning area 1989 
D Station & platform 


E Banana loading sidings [not all shown] 


F To Casino 
G Turntable 
H_ Railway Street 
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motorail unloading ramp was positioned 
on the far side of the tracks, with motor 
vehicle access via a back street. Shunting 
was very cumbersome. Readers wishing to 
copy the early shunting might read “Aus- 
tralian Model Railway Magazine”, Issue # 
105 Nov/ Dec 1980, page 40. 

This was a bothersome state of affairs!. 
State Rail even tried a new shunting tech- 
nique; they brought in a 260 hp shunter. X 
217, in Indian Red livery, was spotted sev- 
eral times after 1985. 

The problem was that X 217 had to cou- 
ple to the southern end of the MBY wag- 
ons, the same end that had to attach to the 
tail of the train. This meant that when X 
217 had positioned the loaded MBY’s be- 
hind the train, the shunting loco was still 
between the MBY’s and the passenger car- 
riages. The little X class then had to get 


I Cement / freight sidings [not all shown] 


J Pacific Highway 
N_ North compass direction 
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Right: Motor vehicles being 
unloaded 22/7/89. 


out of the way, via a nearby set 
of points, before the train lo- 
comotives pushed the car- 
riages back on to the motorail 
wagon. 

Got a spare little diesel 
shunter on your layout?... 
That’s how you can get some 
use out of it. Got an awkward 
layout to shunt?... so did the 
prototype! 

Finally the railways did 
what modellers in a similar 
position would do! They re- 
built the track layout! Model- 
lers are not the only ones that 
are never Satisfied! 

One change involved plat- 
form lengthening so all car- 
riages fitted the platform at the 
one time. This avoided the 
double shunting movements 
previously in force to load the 
sleeper car passengers sepa- 
rately to the sitting car passen- 
gers. : 
Another improvement was the moving 
of the motorail facilities to the Pacific 
Highway side of the platform. This greatly 
improved the loading, car washing and 
owner claiming procedures. 

The other main change took place 30/ 
5/87. The “Gold Coast Motorail” was re- 
named the “Pacific Coast Motorail”. The 
train consist remained the same. 


by A.W. MacDonald 


For as long as there have been steam 
locos, there have certainly been arguments 
on the pros and cons of the “full regula- 
tor” theory. The theory, to my way of think- 
ing, only holds good under particular cir- 
cumstances. At other times, variables come 
into effect. Such include train weight, the 
mechanical state of the loco, geographics 
of the track being traversed, time table or 
running times for the section, to name a 
few. All things taken into consideration for 
a particular set of conditions, it all boils 
down, as Fred Paget used to quote, “to ju- 
dicious use of the regulator, coupled with 
similar use of the sector lever”. 

As Diesel Electric locos started to be- 
come common, it amazed me to observe 
how many of the so-called “hard Drivers” 
or “bash-artists” became “easy Drivers” as 
they climbed the steps of a DE, and were 
no longer a menace to their Fireman. 
There’s no such thing as a hard driver - 
there’s only crook coal, crook engines, 
heavy trains, - and lazy Firemen! 

After some months at Mayne, and find- 
ing it wasn’t the bogey place others had led 
me to believe it was, I figured I had just 
about served my time with an unpopular 
Driver, and was hoping to get with a per- 
manent, congenial mate. There had beena 
few Firemen who had left the job, or 


Down Memory Lane 


The Murwillumbah motorail made.its 
last journey in Febr 990. The new 
timetable starting 11 February 1990 trans- 
ferred the Murwillumbah and the Brisbane 
locomotive hauled passenger services to 
XPT operation. The “Gold Coast Motorail” 
was introduced in March 1973 so it pro- 
vided a motorail service for almost seven- 


teen years. 


“classed” away, and others told me it was 
the usual thing to graduate from the 
“baddies” to the “goodies”. 

I was hoping to team up with a chap I 


was friends with in eanaaners, he being 
classed to Mayne at about the time I de- 


parted for Lon , and his Fireman due 
for classification to Driver. In the mean- 
time, I was keeping in touch with another 
friend from Bundaberg who classed to 
Woolloongabba as a Fireman when I 
headed west. Jim gave me the name of a 
Fireman at the ‘Gabba who wanted a swap 
to Mayne. The ‘Gabba had the reputation 
of being probably the most difficult Depot 
in Queensland to get into, despite the doom 
and gloom reputation PB’s were supposed 
to have. 

I still had a love affair with the class, 
and thought it my chance to be finished 
with moving from depot to depot. I had also 
made up my mind that there would be no 
repeat of the Longreach experi . ine 
‘Gabba had a reputation for “boy Drivers” 
and “Grandpa Firemen” who, for years, 
had preferred to stay firing at the “Gabba, 
rather than be classed away as Drivers. As 
this was now my intention, I applied to be 
allowed an exchange of posting with the 
chap who wanted “out” of the ‘Gabba. This 
exchange was granted. 


Conclusion 


Murwillumbah might be “the end of the 
world” for some city slickers; but it could 
be the start of the line for your modelling 


extravaganza! 


Some of my Mayne days are as though 
it was only yesterday - the events and the 
people concerned. I often hark back to the 
only time I worked with “Briggsy”. Near 
retiring, and pretty deaf, we finished a shift 
before the next day’s roster was posted. 
We fronted the counter in the roster of- 
fice. Norm enquired of Tom the Roster 
Clerk what his next job would be, and was 
told “the Newstead Shunter”. The manda- 
tory question from Norm was,”Who’s me 
mate?” Tom replied, “Norm Briggs!”, to 
which Norm responded in his usual, de- 
rogatory tone of voice, “Huh! That 
b#@#*#d!” 

One of the few occasions when I shared 
a laugh with my grumpy regular mate was 
when he recounted to me another story 
from the Roster Room. It concerned a 
young Fireman, who was one of several 
young lad cleaners transferred to Mayne 
from Bundaberg soon after [ started as a 
Cleaner in Bundy. His name was Bob 
Arbutnot. The other part of the story was 
a Driver nicknamed “Ar-but”, since he 
never spoke without first saying, “Ar - 
Outs. -. Seems Ar-but asked Tom for 
his next working, which he was given, then 
the inevitable question, “Who’s me mate?”. 


Tom replied, “Arbutnot” - and got a 


blast from Ar-but, finished off with a fin- 
ger being shaken at Tom, accompanied by 
the words, “‘Ere, now, don’t try getting 
smart with me!” 

Now getting close to taking up duty at 
the ‘Gabba Loco, I was having a few mis- 
givings. Instead of being handy to a 
Northside Brisbane depot, I would have to 


— 


travel about five miles (8 km for the late- 
comers!) across the City to the Southside, 
which meant longer times to get to and 
from, and I would have to use my car for 
early AM or late finishes after public trans- 
port was finished for the day. As the all- 
day-light shed jobs and Shunt jobs were 
generally worked by men in poor health, 
that meant the car would have to be used 
almost daily. Also, with the D.E.’s prolif- 
erating, it meant manual labour was dis- 
appearing at Mayne, whereas 
Woolloongabba was almost certain to be 
the last bastion of steam - not that PB’s 
could be considered as hard work. 

On top of these thoughts, about six 
weeks earlier, | had my one and only pre- 
view of the ‘Gabba facilities, when I worked 
a B18% ex Mayne with goods for that area. 
The traffic yards were in reasonable shape, 
with the “Shunters’ Humpy” being the 
usual derelict old goods van. Sitting on tim- 
ber instead of wheels, it was handy to the 
Goods shed and Station, which were spick 
and span. We went into the adjacent Loco 
Depot to turn and water. Even Blind 
Freddie would have been able to observe 
that everything was run down, and that the 
sheds were in very bad shape. 

The turntable itself was built on piers 
or stumps six to eight feet (about two me- 
tres) high, and was barely long enough to 
accommodate a B18. If anyone had been 
unfortunate enough to overshoot, and 
knocked the stop blocks out, it would have 
‘meant a drop of about eight feet (ar, ‘bout 
{him, again?] 2.438 metres, more or less!) 
to terra firma, as the approach to the turn- 
table was on earth fill - the land on which 
the Loco Depot stood must have been origi- 
nally very uneven ground, and everything 
put in place to accommodate nothing over 
PB size. 

On that occasion, we left traffic about 
2 p.m., with only a small return load. The 
run out across Main Street, and along the 
fence of the Cricket Ground, over Stanley 
Street and Logan Road, over the seldom 
used vehicular Balaclava Street short cut 
between Logan and Ipswich Roads, and 
across Ipswich Road, all uneventful. These 


Have You 


by Ted Thoday 


ites “Railway Modeller” May. 

[] Railway of the Month is The Abersoch 
Extension, the Cambrian in ‘OO’. Carr’s 
weather powders used to excellent effect 
to produce rusty looking wagons. Model- 
ling Bulleid Pacifics in 4mm scale. Scale 
drawings of Isle of Man Railway 0-6-0T 
‘Caledonia’. Rod Mackay models two die- 
sel shunters he saw everyday from his sig- 
nal box in Cardiff. Brawton is a ‘OO’ lay- 
out base on BR practice in East Anglia in 
the 1960s. Portscaps for Pendon looks at 
the mechanisms, their maintenance and 
modification for use at Pendon. Llugwy 
Valley is narrow gauge in 5.5mm scale. 
Plan of the month is Ardlui on the West 
Highland Railway. Edinburgh Weverley - 
West End, modern image in ‘N’ scale. More 


roads gave me my first experience of the 
man who proceeded across the road cross- 
ings, preceding all trains and light engines. 

“~~ In daylight hours, he waved a red flag, 
and fz , as he walked a few feet 
ahead of the engine. In the dark hours, he 
waved a red hand lamp in lieu of the red 
flag, minimising bell use in the quiet night 
hours. Ex traffic to clearing 
Ipswich Road was about 700 metres, with 
about twice that distance up the grade 
through Albert to Dutton Park, where the 
branch linked up with the main line run- 
ning from South Brisbane to the South 
(Gold) Coast, and on to Tweed Heads. We 
were stopped at the Dutton Park Cabin, as 
we had wagons to drop off at the Public 
Works sidings, which were under the con- 
trol of Dutton Cabin. (Younger readers 
may be unaware that the Merivale bridge 
only opened ‘round the turn of the [19]80’s, 
and all Northside traffic from the 
Southside had to run via Yeerongpilly- 
Corinda.) 

_ The Signalman gave us verbal instruc- 
tions as to how we were to carry out the 
shunt, so, with the Guard and a couple of 
wagons, we set about doing the job. The 
last instruction which we were to carry out, 
that of “When you’ve finished the shunt, 
come back to the Cabin” was almost com- 
pleted, with only about an engine length 
to travel to the Cabin, when the loco gave 
several lurches accompanied by some 
thumping noises. Through the catch 
points, with the wheels on dirt! 

That episode cost the Driver and my- 
self each One Pound as a fine. The lessons, 
don’t take anything for granted, and, don’t 
take anyone’s word without checking for 
yourself, on this occasion went unheeded, 
and I had to have a similar experience soon 
after I took up at the ‘Gabba before the les- 
son sunk in! 

Up until the mistake at Dutton, I hadn’t 
been involved in any incidents other than 
a couple of minor frights, such as when the 
Driver of a 1300 DE, hauling the Sunlander 
over the Boyne River Bridge, ignored speed 
restrictions. The rear of the loco kicked up 
as we passed each pier supporting each 


Seen......:: 


on Whitburn Corporation Tramways. Stu- 
dent Modeller describes his OO/HO lay- 
out. Latest Reviews looks at a Limited edi- 
tion ‘Crompton’ from HRT Rail Sales; ‘N’ 
scale BR mineral wagon kits from Peco; 
MJTs 4mm scale buffer heads; Townstreets 
latest addition to their cast resin building 
components, warehouse parts; Fiddleyard 
Traction range of diesel mechanisms be- 
ing developed for British diesels 
[Fiddleyard Traction is an Australian com- 
pany who produce a kit for a VR ‘X’ class, 
but their address is not given in the review, 
any one know where they operate from?]; 
Bachmann limited edition 4mm scale 
wagon for ‘Manton’. Branchlines kit for a 
Ford track in 0-16.5, plus their IOMR and 
MNR 00n3 wagon kit; ‘O’ scale seat mould- 
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span of the bridge! 

Another incident involved a “hairy” 
ride down Cherwell Bank on a trip home 
on a Beyer from Maryborough. Mick, the 
Driver, let the train have its head, with the 
result that the engine - probably the whole 
train - showed a definite tendency to want 
to go straight ahead rather than follow the 
final curve at the bottom of the Bank. Early 
in my railway days, I kept my mouth shut, | 
and fingers crossed, on occasions such as 
these. Later, I took a different view, and, 
after a level crossing accident, (which I 
survived, if only to describe in a later arti- 
cle!) made it a rule to have my say on any- 
thing regarding the running of the train. 

Just prior to taking up at the ‘Gabba, 
on a return from Toowoomba on a beauti- 
ful Saturday mid-afternoon, we were about 
half way on the main Western Line be- 
tween Toowoomba and Brisbane. I was 
enjoying the trip on the DE. As we came 
through a country town, on a long, sweep- 
ing curve, I observed the gates ahead of us 
closed to our train! I told my mate, George, 
who made a heavy brake application. Un- 
fortunately, the loco stopped about three 
feet too late. The gates stretched and 
twisted out of shape, disintegrating almost 
as though we were watching a movie in 
slow motion. : 

The lady of the gate house appeared 
quickly, and burst into tears. As we tried 
to console her, she told us that the previ- 
ous station had not “belled us on”. 

After Bundaberg and Longreach being 
uneventful (so to speak) and for most of 
my Mayne days marred by minor mishaps, 
I should have realised Murphy’s Law was 
starting to have an effect on me. 'So, at this 
point, I said “Cheerio” to my grumpy old 
mate, and took up at Woolloongabba. I’ve 
often wondered, did he ever put a chain 
on his bike which transported him from 
whence he lived, for about two kilometres 
to his place of work? He “rode” it, by coast- 
ing downhill, and, pushing it, walked up 
hill. “Why don’t you put a chain on your 
bike, Bill?” 

His reply was, “No-one will bother to 
pinch a bike without a chain!” 


ings from Colin Ashby; etched detailing 
components from Al Models; coach inte- 
riors for ‘N’ scale from BR lines; 
McKendrick Model Railways 4mm kit for 
BR standard 10ft underframe. If you’re 
having difficulty obtain Dapol items it is 
because the factory was burned down ear- 
lier in the year, a new factory is under con- 
struction and most of the original moulds 
have been recovered from the ruins and are 
being refurbished. Dart Castings latest 
news; a bracket colour light signal for ‘N’ 
scale from Patronics. 
ica “Railway Modeller” June. 
Railway of the Month in Charmouth, a 
Dorset might have been modelled in 0-16.5. 
Building a church - part 1, scratch-build- 
ing in 7mm scale. Bradwell is Manchester 
MRS P4 groups test track that grew into a 
fully fledged layout. Working with Peco 
Individulay track system, some useful 
hints, tips and techniques for those using 
this system of track construction. More 
on modeling beer vans and tank wagons. 
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Scale Drawings of the Hawker Siddeley 
‘Kestrel’ Co-Co, plus construction of a 
7mm scale model of this ‘one-off’ experi- 
mental locomotive. Constructing working 
GWR semaphore signals in ‘N’ scale. Plan 
of the month is Dingwall on the former 
Highland Railway. Braunshill illustrates 
modern image modelling in ‘OO’. A Zim- 
babwean resident constructs an NBR 0-4- 
4T from Cardboard in 4mm scale. Student 
Modeller looks at school layouts. Latest 
Reviews looks at Slater’s Plasticards Ltd., 
kit for a SR BY in 7mm scale; Metcalfe 
Models ‘N’ scale brewery kit; a 4mm scale 
industrial loco kit from High Level; Work- 
shop aids from Southford Engineering - 
paint storage boxes and spray-booth turn- 
table; RJH Models Class 20 and coach kits 
in Gauge 1; Construction equipment mod- 
els from Scalecast; 4mm scale etched sig- 
nal arms from Scale Link; Compact motor 
bogies from Branchlines; 7mm scale peo- 
ple and scenic items from Diamond Rail- 
way Designs. Among many ‘things’ in 
Newsdesk Information South Eastern 
Finecast steam road vehicles in Gauge 1 
and 7mm scale kits for a canal boat and 
4mm scale kit for SR USA Class 0-6-Otank; 
Roadscale’s latest truck, etc., releases; 
chassis pack for ‘Princess Royal’ from 
Comet Models; Mainstreet Models latest 
building kit releases. 

Also in this issue is the free lift-out 
guide to railway attractions in Great Brit- 
ain and Eire that has become an essential 
part of railway enthusiasts travel kits 
savwas “Railway Modeller” July. 

Railway of the month is the Ding Dong 
Moor Light Railway, a fictitious 00-9 lay- 
out based in Cornwall in 1934. Upgrading 
the Lima Class 50 model to represent the 
re-fitted prototype. Scale Drawings of LMS 
Ivatt Class 2 2-6-4T. Constructing a model 
timber yard in 7mm scale. Plan of the 
month is Edgware , a former GNR branch 
terminus. Part 2 of scratch-building a 
church. Witcombe, a GWR branch in 
4mm scale. Some novel construction ma- 
terials, pizza bases would you believe?. 
Muker is an NER Based layout in ‘OO’. A 
brief construction review of DJH 7mm 
scale kit of a Peppercorn Al 4-6-2. 
Damped motors for ‘n’ scale semaphore 
signals, includes the necessary electrical 
circuits [this could also be applied to other 
scales]. Student Modellers described a 
small country station model in ‘00’. Lat- 
est Reviews looks at Bachmann’s Ivatt 
Class 2 2-6-4T in ‘00’; Graham Farish Class 
47 in ‘n’; Replica Models 4mm scale Mk 1 
BGs; latest motors, gear boxes, gears, 

wheel-sets from Gear Services Letchworth 
(Ultrascale]; Baby Road Roller 7mm scale 
kit from Duncan Models; Hornby Hobbies 
latest releases; Roy Link’s Ruston LBT in 
7mm scale; Parkside Dundas 7mm scale 
kit for GWR 5 plank open; Alan Gibson 
7mm scale LBSC coach kits; Slater’s cata- 
logue; Branchlines long wheelbase ‘Spud’; 
Phoenix Models historic vehicles in 7mm 
scale; Taylor Plastic Models freight bogies 
in ‘N’; Dragon Models Welsh transfers. 
Newsdesk Information looks at Miniature 
gas blow torch; Wychbury Loco Kits 
Peckett Class X 0-6-0ST in gauge 1, and 
4mm scale kit for Avonside B3 class.7mm 


scale cast figures and accessories from Phil 
Morris. 
... “Model Railway Journal” No.79 
Small Suppliers Forum looks at 
Woodham Wagon Works future - they are 
closing down for twelve months to relocate; 
Leamington and Warwick MRS range of 
badges for exhibitions, etc.; Dyna-drive 
latest catalogue available from Formil; 
Branchlines new 35mm wheelbase self-pro- 
pelling underfloor drive unit [a spud]; news 
on Airfix range of 1:72 scale air-field re- 
lated road vehicles; 5522 Models latest ad- 
ditions to their coach range. Leat Road, 
David Measey describes his model in words 
and pictures, the scenic detail has to be 
seen. Construction review of a cast resin 
7mm scale LNER coach kit from Sparmac 
Models. Martyn Welch continues his se- 
ries on ‘grass’ with a description of how he 
produces realistic long grass and tall weeds. 
The Isle of Man Railway is the subject of 
Layout Design. An innovative way of form- 
ing flanges on chimneys and domes. Chris 
Lamacraft describes his hybrid couplings, 
a combination of Sprat and Winkle and 
Alex Jackson types. Adapting the Alex 
Jackson couplings for use in 2mm scale. 
Pictures of some more of the models con- 
structed from the MRJ Manning Wardle 
project. 
.. “Model Railway Journal” No. 80 
Small Suppliers Forum looks at Lim- 
ited Edition Lima 4mm scale Class 37 No. 
37025 commissioned by Harburn Hobbies; 
2mm scale etched gangway rubbing plates 
from Taylor Plastic Models; ‘Royal’ name- 
plates in 2mm and 4mm scales for Class 
47 Royal train locos from CGW Name- 
plates; Hurst Models Royal train transfers; 
MJT Scale Components latest buffer 
heads; Peter Thatcher 7mm scale etched 
nameplates; Francis Samish Peckett sad- 
die tank parts based on the Harrogate Gas 
Works prototype; Parkside Dundas latest 
kit for BR12-ton fish van in 4mm scale plus 
advanced information on forthcoming re- 
leases in 4mm and 7mm; Dragon Models 
latest transfers. Roy C. Link [producer of 
kits and bits for 7mm narrow gauge] has 
issued the first part of a ‘handbook’ on 
narrow gauge modelling, seems to fall into 
the every NG modeller should have one in 
their library category. Nigel French de- 
scribes how his ‘Westford’ layout was con- 
verted to EM. Wagon springing for 7mm 
scale using the Slater’s system. Layout 
Design looks at a 7mm scale layout in a 
garden shed with running lines in the gar- 
den. Prototype information, drawings and 
photographs on the SR “King Arthur’ class 
46-0s. An interesting way to make coach 
door hinges in 4mm scale. Constructing 
an LMS Stanier corridor third coach us- 
ing Comet Models parts. Part 3 in the se- 
ries on 4mm wagons looks at LMS 12-ton 
goods van [D1891] and [D1897]. Work- 
shop Matters looks at heavy duty solder- 


ing. 
.. “Modelling Railways Illustrated” 
April. 

Stores Inward looks at Wychbury Loco 
Works latest industrial engine kits; Back- 
woods Miniatures 4mm scale 0-4-0+0-4-0 
Garratt; ZTC Systems Command Control 
System [said to be compatible with 


Zerol|Comet Models B17 and 56xx class 
chassis kits/components; Dart Castings 
detailing kit for Airfix/Dapol GWR 
Dia.A28 Autocoach. Lengthy review of 
Dyna-Drive’s motorised chassis for the 
Lima Class 37 [also available for other 
models}. Mid-Cheshire MRS 4mm scale 
layout ‘Mouldsworth’ described. Construc- 
tion review of Janick Models 7mm scale 
MR coach kits. Prototype information, 
drawings, photographs of LNER Quin-Art 
coaches. The Square Peg debate on the EC 
standards for model railways [your re- 
viewer is still not sure whether this is a leg- 
pull or not, it’s in the April issue and is 
said to come into force in April 1996!! With 
the Brussels bureaucrats reputation this 
could just be true]. Construction review 
of South Eastern Finecast’s kit for SR 
‘River’ class 2-6-4T. Towards more authen- 
tic narrow gauge modelling. Wagon Works 
looks at Wigan Coal and Iron Co. wagon 
No. 596. Working Notice makes some sim- 
ple improvements to RTR coaches 

... Modelling Railways Illustrated” 
May. 

Stores Inward looks at Branchlines 
7mm scale Narrow gauge Ford rail lorry; 
Crownline conversion kit for the Hornby 
BR standard Class 5; Shire Scenes GW 
Mink conversions; Woodham Wagon 
Works acid tank wagon kit; P&D Marsh 
latest additions, tables chairs, bikes and 
bike shed; McKendrick Model Railways BR 
10ft WB fitted underframe kit; Townstreet 
Models architectural components; MJT 
Components 16" bufferheads; Wheeltap- 
per Coaches acquisition of former PC 
Models coach kit range. Construction re- 
view of Parkside Dundas 7mm scale kit for 
GWR 13 ton open to Dia. 024. Modelling 
the North Devonshire Railway. Limekiln 
Wharf is a 4mm scale EM Gauge exhibi- 
tion layout. The Depressed Centre 
Presflow tank wagons described, includes 
drawings, photographs and prototype in- 
formation. Modelling Vernacular Build- 
ings, part 1, looks at roof structures. Part 
2 of the construction review of South East- 
ern Finecast’s SR ‘River’ tank loco kit. Part 
2 of MR ‘Bain’ coaches in 7mm scale. 
Nick’s Notebook looks at Fogman’s huts. 
Working Notices has a lengthy look at 
Kadee couplers, diodes and some broad tips 
on painting and lining. 

“British Railway Journal” No. 53 

The development of Marple as a major 
traffic centre of the Midland Railway de- 
scribed, includes station track diagram and 
build plans. The Jersey Railways and 
Tramways described, includes track dia- 
gram of St. Helier [Snow Hill] and many 
photographs with descriptive captions. A 
brief history of Eardisley on the Midland 
Railway’s Hereford to Brecon line. 
Kingsbury Branch trip workings gives a 
potted history of the branch and how it was 
worked, includes track diagrams, timeta- 
bles, engine diagrams and workings, plus 
train loadings. More from the diaries of 
V.R. Webster 

“Great Western Railway Journal” 
No. 14 

Recollections of the Windsor line is a 
schoolboys look at the branch. Part 4 of 
‘Modern Minks’ looks at GWR diagram 


V34, V36, V37, V38, V39 series of plywood 
panelled cover goods wagons, includes 
drawings and photographs. The ‘Saint’ 
class 4-6-0s working from Bristol includes 
allocation, loco workings and drawing. 
This article is, in part, used to introduce 
“The Saint Project”, the Great Western 
Society’s latest project to reverse the his- 
torical order and construct a ‘Saint’ from 
a ‘Hall’. Malmesbury Cleaner describes the 
work and conditions of a locomotive 
cleaner at a small depot, tends to take the 
glamour out of being a railwayman. A look 
at pre-war goods work at Ketley includes 
OS maps of the area. This issue also in- 
cludes a request for the loan or pur- 
chase of General Arrangement 
drawings for GWR coaches, any 
one help? 

sities “British Railways 
Illustrated” March. 

A pictorial article, with lengthy 
captions, on the ‘adjustable shed’ 
built at Wath for the early electric 
locos used on the very heavy coal 
trains originating locally. Hunslet 
Lane Yard operations and the 
Holbeck 3F tanks used there de- 
scribed, includes photographs and 
track diagrams. Oops! or what hap- 
pens when the ground gives way 
under a loco. Dowlais Cae Harris 
station and shed described, includes 
track diagrams and photographs. A 
brief description and photographs, 
taken on the last day of operation 
by BR, of the line now known as 
the Bluebell Railway. Scotland’s 
railways in the snow, words and pic- 
tures description. 
cies “British Railways 
Illustrated” April. 

A lengthy description of New- 
ton Abbot shed from broad gauge 
days through to BR, many photo- 
graphs plus track diagrams. 
Whitemoor hump yard described in 
words and pictures, includes track 
diagram and description of how the 
retarders operated. Early British 
experimental diesel rail-cars picto- 
rial article with lengthy descriptive 
captions. 
sites “British Railways 
Illustrated” May. 

Recollections of the 5.40pm 
from Cannon Street. Part 1 of 0-6- 
0 diesel electric shunting locomo- 
tives of British Railways before and 
after 1947. A loco crew look at the 
LMS/BR 2-6-0 ‘Crabs’. Some odd 
looking locos specially cut-down for 
the Gartverrie Branch. Gaynor 
Davies gives a personal look at 
Burry Port. Hull railway and docks 
in 1947 described, includes track 
diagrams, prototype information, 


Cui 
siinues “Steam Classic” March. 

Two similar articles, one on the 
GWR ‘Grange” class 4-6-0, the 
other on the SR ‘King Arthur” class 
4-6-0 include photographs, descrip- 
tion, allocation and tabulation of 
the two classes. 


vexibs “Steam Classic” April. 

Part 1 of detailed article on LNER B17 
‘Sandringham’ class 4-6-0s. Prototype in- 
formation and photographs of GWR 14xx/ 
48xx/58xx class 0-4-2T 
seus “Steam Classic” May. 

Update on the ‘Blue Peter’ repair bill 
[during the wheel-slip which caused the 
damage the loco wheels reached a speed 
equivalent to 154MPH (246kmh). Part 2 
of the LNER B17 article. Prototype infor- 
mation and photographs of GWR 5205 
class 2-8-0T. 


THE 3RD. 
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avivers “Steam Days” March. 

The GWR ‘Bulldog’ class 4-4-0 de- 
scribed, includes many photographs and a 
tabulated summary of the class 
sesaue “Steam Days” May. 

Pictorial article on LNER B17 class 
‘Sandringham 4-6-0s, includes Class list of 
numbers, renumbering and names. A look 
at the MR Dursley and Nailsworth 
Branches. Dugald Drummond’s Jumbo’ 
class 0-6-0s described in words and pic- 
tures. A pictorial and word look at Oxford 
GWR and LMS in steam days. 
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ADULTS $6 CHILDREN $2 


FAMILY $12 PENSIONERS $4 


Page 82. A.M.R.A. Journal No 227 


by Alan Macdonald 


1995, Saturday 28 April, Sunday 
29 April, Monday 1 May. The 
Miniature Train Show by the 
Queensland Branch AMRA Inc. 
Once again the weather was on our side. 
Not perfect, but pleasant. It helped bring 
a door count, in my estimation, of better 
than in past years - probably about thir- 
teen thousand. The crowd ate well - eat- 


— 


most of the money that came in will go out 
to exhibitors; services supplied by way of 
food and drinks and the like, hire of the 
venue (no small amount), down the list 
with the last hand held out for a share be- 
longing to the Taxation Office. If a 1980s 
entrepreneur had been asked to get so small 
a profit for so much effort, it would have 
caused much laughter. But, there again, I 
guess if everybody were to stop circulating 
money, the land of Aus would grind to a 
halt. As it was, everybody appeared to have 
money for the occasion and it changed 
hands freely at the trade stands, particu- 
larly where good secondhand articles were 
offered (by today’s standards) and where 
specials were offered from time to time. 

The venue was as has been for the last 
several years. The two halls linked provided 
plenty of room for a good placing of exhib- 
its, resulting in free movement of the crowd; 
a good example being the area near the can- 
teen with plenty of seating provided. On 
arrival, visitors first heard, saw and smelled 
Exhibit O, definitely not a non-exhibit. On 
the forecourt of the Horticultural Pavilion 
was a circle of track upon which “Sweet 
Pea”, a miniature live steamer, puffed its way 
giving rides to the kids and their mums and 
dads. Running on fuel which was a clean 
burner, it gave off a smell which a lot of noses 
found pleasant. 

The first exhibit inside the hall was 
manned by Tom Carter. He has been a 
regular exhibitor for years, always some- 
thing different to the previous. This year 
a TT layout ran very old Gem and Tri-ang 
locos and stock, all running and looking 
good despite its age. Tom must have grown 
up with this stuff, as I remember his fa- 
ther from 20 or so years ago, as a then ex- 
hibitor, known to all as “Ron, the Post- 
man”, and back around that period in time, 
hit by a car and killed. So this is one of 
those things where tradition is carried on 
from one generation to the next. 

Static displays (more or less) included 
No 2, Janet Skinner, an artist who special- 
ises in subjects such as old railways build- 
ings, locomotives, and the like, was present 
for her second occasion. I’m not an art 
connoisseur of any sort, but what was on 
show or for sale looked pretty good. 
Nearby at No 4 was the Queensland Pio- 
neer Steam Railway group, information 
about their activities available centred on 
the PB448 which steams and runs regularly 


As | Saw It 


at Swanbank Power Station. 
I worked on this loco or, 
rather, under the number 
plate 448, many years ago 
when it was on roster at 
Wooloongabba loco. 

The ARHS fellows are al- 
ways regulars. They are very active, with 
info about tours etc. The Redbank Mu- 
seum with which they were closely involved 
is currently under transformation, but 
Beyer Peacock 4.8.2 + 2.8.4 if back under 
steam after a million dollar rebuild by QR, 
so I guess the ARHS will be involved heav- 
ily, more so since rumour has it that the 
‘Betty’ has reached the end of her days. 
Trainway Tours at No 14 Stand offered 
outings and travel, similar to those of the 
ARHS from time-to-time, as do also 
Sunsteam Inc which was represented at No 
22. This isa non-profit organisation which 
is also involved in restoration of QR stock 
and maintaining thereof. 

A live steam display was programmed 
for Stand 44 but, due to a clash of activi- 
ties, it did not eventuate. The space was 
used by the All Gauge Club to provide a 
couple of circuits of LGB with the throt- 
tles situated where children could have a 
go at running the locos. The same club 
had a layout at No 45 in N scale with the 
trains being from a variety of countries. I 
was at their Clubrooms a week earlier and 
saw this layout nearing completion, but 
probably just finished in time for the show. 

No 46 was an unusual exhibit as far as I 
was concerned. Double-dutch to me, not 
being ‘with it’ in computer speak. It was a 
computer-based Bulletin Board for train 
and rail enthusiasts and would no doubt 
have been of interest to lots of people, par- 
ticularly the younger generation. More in 
keeping with my mental capabilities was 
at No 53. Durandur Railway of Woodford 
was about a 610 mm gauge rail museum 
based on ex-sugar mill rail operations. 
They are frequently and regularly open to 
the public. Another group of regulars was 
at No 55. The Brisbane and Ipswich Rail 
Film Society are interested in posters, vid- 
eos and the like, as suggested by their title. 

No 34 Stand was one which conducted 
quite an amount of business. Altered to 
present a more open type of unit for this 
year, it was again managed by Him Rabbit 
Eared Bandicoot. SORRY! BILBY. He 
demonstrated scaling down a | to 1 build- 
ing to HO - OO between answering all sorts 
of questions on subjects ranging from club 
activities to ‘what will I do with this kid, 
he’s lost?’ The PA system solved problems 
like this and apart from a few cases such 
as this, the crowd was very well behaved 
and no problems were experienced. 

The biggest and most active display as 
was at No 40. The Canteen was under the 
control of Kerry and her small band of lady 
helpers, ably assisted by some of the men, 
all worthy of many thanks without men- 
tioning any specific names, as also was 
applicable to all who pitched in before, 
during and after the show. Of course, they 
all have a standard set to keep up with. Is 
it a rocket? Is it Superman? No! It’s Bob 
Mawson. Each year I expect he would have 
slowed down a bit since last year and be- 


ing a year older would tell. But he is doing 
things as usual. 

The trade stands were the regulars of 
other years. None need special mention, 
some well known on the local scene, others 
well known all over Australia. Bill Webb of 
Strathpine Railcraft Posters, The Turntable, 
AR Kits, AMR Imports, Austral Modelcraft, 
Lloyds Footplates, J and J Hobbies, 
Caloundra Model Trains, Scaleways, Railco, 
Trainworld Books, Linic Proops (for tools), 
Chivers with an extended range, and Colo- 
nial Models (with an extended range of QR- 
based models in HON3-1/2 and NSW nar- 
row gauge, brass and metal kits). If you 
wanted anything you would have found it 
with one or more of these traders. One new 
trader to the scene was ‘All Make Models’ 
trading on a buy and sell basis, with plenty 
of good items for sale. 

The Queensland Society of Model and 
Experimental Engineers are regulars. A 
variety of models of steam engines on show 
attracted many people. But, of course, the 
biggest crowds were mostly at the layouts 
where there was plenty happening. The 
Union Pacific Club never miss out. This 
year they had a small, but beaut, model of 
a quarry on show while some of their club 
members were demonstrating several as- 
pects of model making. Their main target 
for the weekend was to build a diorama and 
control panel by 5 pm Monday. Shortly 
before that time I checked to see how they 
were going and it looked a case of touch or 
go. The British Modellers Club of Aus- 
tralia were at No 50. They, too, giving dem- 
onstrations and displaying models built by 
their members. Close by was another en- 
thusiast of British Rail. No 51, titled 
Finden and Mays Wharf, was by Dave 
Jenkins. Every year for some years now I| 
have told Dave he is too old to be playing 
trains. This layout is a beauty, but then 
again Dave has many summers behind him 
and is nobody’s fool when it comes to build- 
ing a layout. He is as enthusiastic now as 
he was 20 year sago when I first got to know 
him and when I purchased a control which 
Dave was the ‘putter together’ of. 

Despite so much Aussie content now 
available, British still has its adherents. 
Brighton Station by Richard Van Dyk with 
its big range of 4mm Hornby stock, build- 
ings and scenics made for a great unit. 
Ralph Simpson close at hand, showed a 
layout of some size not previously exhib- 
ited. Ralph is also a keen follower of HO / 
OO British, with plenty going for this lay- 
out, as was also the unit at No 45. War- 
wick Barnett had a fine display of Hornby 
three rail of the 1945 to 1960 period, look- 
ing and running like new. Will some of 
today’s productions last that long? 

Following on, or rather overlapping that 
period was ‘Selby’, by Paul Hamilton. The 
time era of his unit was 1945 to the late 
1960s. Changes were made for this year’s 
show to include a turntable, coal loader and 
a loco shed, but the swing bridge which was 
a special feature of this layout still in place. 
Another British based unit was of smaller 
proportions (about 2 by 1.5 metres) was 
shown by John Pavitt. ‘Welsworth’ was con- 
structed so it could be easily operated by 
children. 


The big British one was the ‘Sankey 
Bridge and Tockles Branch’ at Stand No 
49 displayed by Martine Astle. Shown at 
Bendigo last Easter, it really warranted the 
trophy for the best non-Australian exhibit 
of our show. A break from British tradi- 
tion was nearby. A 16.5 gauge layout based 
on German practice and featuring 
Fleischmann stock was at No 58. This lay- 
out must have presented a bit of a problem 
to the judges before they settled on No 49. 
Close observation of a two car unit com- 
ing out of the cutting on the lower right 
hand end disclosed a ‘tilt train’ in opera- 
tion. Overall the attention to detail and 
superb construction of this year’s layouts 
as presented was the best we have seen to 
date. Gone are the days of amateurish art 
work - now things have a more realistic 
appearance. 

Not railway, but close enough, No 7 by 
two old-timers (who remain out of a group 
of mates in days gone by from the Sandgate 
area) were staged by Bill and Cal. Their 
city scene was serviced by trams. Two more 
regulars and mates of long standing were 
nearby. Bill Byers and Ed Stavlan had a 
new N scale unit on show, about 3 by 1 
metres, built on short legs, so people with 
similar legs could see all of the action. Last 
year these two fellows displayed a layout 
with an unforgettable girder bridge on the 
left hand end. I believe at that time they 
wanted to sell after the show. Did that 
happen and was this new layout the result? 

The fellows from the Southside N TRAK 
Club were out in full force. They like every- 
thing big. Big layout, big power heading long 
trains. Always bears a lot of watching - just 
stand and watch a train of three or four die- 
sels and a string of wagons to match. Tally 
it up quickly and you will see about.a thou- 
sand dollars worth on little wheels going past 
- typical of today’s modellers monetary out- 
lay. An exhibit of similar style was at No 27. 
The Moreton N Scale Club layout was based 
on American practice in the ‘Frisco Inter- 
change area. Ken Leitch covered similar 
area and working, but his layout was in HO. 
He too had long trains moving, despite the 
larger scale and smaller layout. In an area 
of the same part of USA, but in a back woods 
situation, was the Darling Downs Rail Club 
unit in N scale, depicting operations in tim- 
ber supply. 

The scale which required all hand 
building on 16.5 Track had one sole exhibi- 
tor this year. SN 3-1/2 by Les Downey was 
representative of a small riverside town in 
New Zealand. The buildings featured ac- 
tually stood in the Auckland area. It was a 
fairly large layout and was authentic of the 
area and period depicted. 

A four sided layout presented by the 
Beenleigh Club called KASINO RIDGE, 
showed a different type of scene on each 
side. As the name suggests, Casino and 
Acacia Ridge were intermixed for the 
theme; that of narrow and standard gauges 
at Acacia, and the standard gauge of the 
Casino scene, the appropriate tracks pro- 
vided as required. Also featuring dual and 
a mix of 12 mm and 16.5 mm gauges was 
the exhibit by a group of modellers from 
Mackay QR and NSW stock on the tracks. 
All sorts of themes were covered by a vari- 


ety of modellers - some from far afield. 

QR was well represented in both 12 mm 
and 16.5. A newly-completed unit was on 
show at Stand 17. WARRULL by John and 
Tracy Harman ran a large variety of QR 
stock in HO scale on 16.5 mm. Typical of 
the trend today was the large fiddle yard 
in the rear; the front about 6 metres long 
by about 75 cm wide, all fully scenic. Stock 
was also provided by the Drever family and 
John Lees, all partaking of the manning of 
the unit. All was precisely constructed and 
a close up to ‘Beyond Bulliac’ for the 
show’s top display. 


‘Bulliac’, top of the exhibits was about 


12 metres long, superbly constructed and 
presented. Artwork, scenery, and attention 
to detail was faultless. Yes, there was even a 
kookaburra in one of the gum trees!! It was 
allin HO scale and it was based on the NSW 
single line working, with a crossing loop 
mid-centre of the scene. I would personally 
have liked to see a bit more train movement, 
but the other aspects made for interest, apart 
from the lack of train movement. 

For scale of 1 to 87 on 12 mm track, 
which sets the scene fairly accurately for QR, 
David Batch and Darul Cross displayed 
MIVA, based on the district and small town- 
ship of that name on the Kingaroy Branch 
in South East Queensland, and also depict- 
ing some aspects found nearby at Woolooga. 
Paul Blake chose something similar for his 
layout, under the heading of HON 3-1/2, but 
based on QR practice of some years ago in 
the town of Laidley, roughly halfway be- 
tween Brisbane and Toowoomba. The 4.8.2 
and 2.8.4s ran through that area briefly dur- 
ing the 1950s and Paul’s model of a Beyer 
Peacock gained him the Suggitt Trophy for 
the best scratch built model of the show. | 
haven’t seen Laidley since 1954 and I can- 
not vouch for its correctness as shown by 
Paul, as I mostly saw Laidley either coming 
or going at about midnight or early am, af- 
ter being about seven hours on duty on a 
B17 or badly beaten up C16. On the few 
occasions when daylight prevailed, as we 
passed through the town, we were doing it 
in style on a DE, there was insufficient time 
to take in the details. No doubt things have 
changed and the turntable and other fit- 
ments are history. 

Some of the items on show came under 
the heading which I called as ‘too hard to 
do’. ‘TIMBA at Stand 19 was in 009 by the 
Society of that name. They were all based 
on ‘Sugar Cane’ locos and vehicles in 
Queensland on 2 ft and 30 inch gauges and 
on 30 inch gauge railways in Victoria. Of 
a similar vein, James Yuille displayed his 
L and Y Light Railway based on 30 inch 
tracks, with scenery typical of that to be 
found in general within SE Queensland, 
particularly around Ipswich and out to- 
wards Toowoomba. Several members of 
AMRA banded together to present two 
small layouts based on sugar lines and 
quarry industries where gauges less than 3 
ft 6 ins (or 1435 mm) operated. Their 
gauges and scales were ON15, ON30 and 
ON2 (and am I confused?). 

On the subject of a mixture of gauges, 


‘but less confusing, was display No 37. 


Vince and Gladys Ford’s layout of about 6 
by 1-1/2 metres was crammed with action: 
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HO, N gauge, the Darling Harbour mono- 
rail, a miniature train giving rides in the 
fairground - all sufficient to get the Fords 
the vote for the most popular layout of the 
show for the 5th year running!! Every year 
I make the remark that they won’t be able 
to fit any more in, but they do. This year a 
tram ran back and forth, towards the rear 
of the layout, to and fro, left to right and 
back, to name but one addition. 

Little evidence that Z is gaining ground. 
A small layout was part of No 11 display, 
attended by Maureen Kaffage. It ran well 
and was obvious the locos will last despite 
their small size. Late on Monday I met 
Maureen’s husband, a QR employee (as is 
Maureen) and her father-in-law. Obviously 
a railway oriented family. The only other 
Z was to be seen at a few of the trade stands. 

As for size, going to the other extreme, 
Ron Fox was present again; this year a lay- 
out based on a mythical ‘MILFORD’ in Eng- 
land, on LMS practice, of a scale of 7mm to 
1 foot. Even larger and I mean LARGE, was 
the G show put on by Toowoomba 
Train and Toys. LGB and Bachman, suit- 
able for a garden railway - no imitation trees 
on this layout - all for real. 

Back to the smaller stuff with a mix of 
gauges; Noel Laval displayed his ‘Western 
Desert Railroad’. The real scene for this 
display is to be found where the DRG and 
ATSFE meet, the era being in the 1920s 
and the display was built from photos and 
blurb in the book titled ‘Railways of New 
Mexico’. The layout displayed a ‘For Sale’ 
sign - the dollar value being in thousands 
which you would need the fingers on one 
hand to indicate. 

The Railway Modellers Club of Queens- 
land Inc had No 62 position. Modular in 
style of about the usual size of units being 
dismantled, moved about and set up for 
showing. Mostly NSW-type stock running. 
As was universal, all exhibitors were happy 
to answer questions about their layouts. 
This club had clubrooms at Bald Hills in 
the old Post Office building. Not long ago 
the ‘geriatrics’ from AMRA had a day there 
running on this layout, though at that time 
it had a few less modules. We had a good 
day on that occasion. 

The raffle was fully subscribed and duly 
won. First prize of an Arnold N Gauge set 
(valued at $190) donated by Bill Webb 
Strathpine. Second prize was courtesy of 
Trainworld. Trophies were donated by 
Railcraft and Sunsteam, and from a new 
kid on the block, to wit, Three Foot Six 
Models of Box 518, Kallanguar 4503. They 
are underway with production of 3 ft 6 ins 
prototype in HO scale, about ready to come 
on the market. The samples I have seen so 
far, particularly of buildings, are top class 
and made from polyurethane. 

The final clean up of the venue after 
the show was done the easy way - an in- 
dustrial vacuum cleaner provided by John 
and Amy Seatonbury did the trick. 

My doctor tells me old people are liv- 
ing longer nowadays, so here’s hoping for 
a repeat of this year’s exhibition in 1996 
over the long weekend of the Queensland 
Labour Day holiday, after which I will 
hopefully give myself a short attack of writ- 
er’s cramp again! 
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Te News 


President’s Piece. 


The middle of winter is usually a quiet 
time around the club; the main items of 
interest at the moment concern the L.G.B. 
layout and the Stonninaton Valley Railway. 
We have taken a new direction with the 
L.G.B. layout, and Peter Ogier is now the 
coordinator of the Garden Railway group. 
Much progress has been made recently and 
it will be interesting to watch the future 
developments. 

A proposal has been put to the 
C.O.M.for an extention and alteration of 
the Stonnington Valley Railway to take 
place after the old drivers’ stand has been 
removed. The proposal is currently being 
considered, but it is important that the lay- 
out is kept in operation while any changes 
are made and that any disruption is kept 
to a minimum. No changes will be made 
until after the open weekend. 

Neil Hambly and his Exhibition Com- 
mittee are well advanced with the planning 
of the 1996 Camberwell Exhibition. Don’t 
forget the A.G.M. is on the 14th Septem- 
ber commencing at 8.00pm. 

Bob Edwards 
President 


Branch Reporter 
Social Meeting Held 
1ith May, 1995 


The President mentioned the recent 
passing of Eldon an as a result of a car 
accident. His passing will be a significant 
loss to the rail enthusiast groups. Eldon was 
one of those people who did an enormous 
amount of work behind the scenes, espe- 
cially in the area of rail tours and the pres- 
ervation of steam locomotives and car- 
riages. Without Eldon’s dedication we 
would not have today that world famous 
narrow gauge railway in the Dandenongs. 
We will all miss that loud hailer and the 
voice behind it. 


items/Models for display, com- 
mercial. 

Rail Transport Models, Australia - 
American Limited operating diaphragms 
for streamline coaches, these are moulded 
in black plastic. 

Items/Models for display, private. 

Graeme Nitz - Walthers “Trinity Power 
Flo” demo #5000 covered hopper at 
$17.30 ea. Available from Rail ‘N’ Thusiast. 

Ron Welsh - Printed Circuit Board for 
Choo Choo sounds, available from The 
Electronic & Computer Suppliers, Latrobe 
Street at $10 each. 

David Morrison - O gauge model of a 
Southern Pacific steel combined coach and 
baggage car. Model was made using plans 
from a 1950 Model Railroader. 

Roger Howell - Red Arrow infra red 
control system, pamphlets are coming from 
the UK, Roger also brought along a video 
of a very fine scale 4 mm gauge layout from 
New Zealand which is based on the LMS, 
this was shown at the end of the meeting, 
most impressive. 

Jack Treseder - Program from the re- 
cent Queensland Branch Exhibition. 
Questions For Committee From 
The Floor. 

Graeme Nitz. Concrete work, when will 
it be finalised. 

Bob Dall. Work projects, lack of plan- 
ning, for example the drivers stand, steps 
are not correct. Also light stands for exhi- 
bition layout, too heavy in construction*. 

* In spite of the above comments on 
the light stands, all acknowledge that the 
success of Kyneton this year was due to in 
no small part to the lighting from these 
stands. 

Please Note - Change of Date, the Oc- 
tober Timetable Session (UK) was to have 
been the Ist, will now be the 8th October. 
Model Competition 

Winner was Ben Wilhelms with an 
Austrian narrow gauge loco, 74 points. 
Photo Competition 

Our Judge has recently moved house 
and the book with the all the information 


is a box, somewhere in his new house, hope- 
fully we can announce the winner in the 
next month. 
Agenda Item, John Gardner. 

A Variety of Films From The 60’s and 
70’s. 

John took us on a journey back in time, 
the first film taken in South Africa in 1974. 
We were treated to images of well main- 
tained locomotives taking trains over 
mountain ranges, across open country, and 
rushing commuters to and from their work 
in Johannesberg. We even saw a much 
younger George Bambery, (Chickadee 
Models) driving one of these trains. How 
time flies. Other trips were on trains to 
Wonthaggi, 1963 (now closed), to 
Daylesford with double headed D3’s, 1963 
(now closed), to Timboon and Mortlake in 
the Western District, 1963 (both now 
closed), to the Australian Portland Cement 
Company railway at Fyansford, 1963, (now 
closed), with all those Beyer Garratts, 
Hudswell Clarkes, Vulcans (USA), Perrys, 
the last operating Australian Standard 
Garratt, and diesel electric D1 which later 
became T413, the only T class with dy- 
namic braking. And finally a look at trains 
running on Melbourne’s suburban system 
in the mid 60’s. Here we saw electric E and 
L locos, (both gone), the swing door and 
sliding door Tait trains, and of course the 
new (at that time) Harris trains, all of these 
trains have long since gone from the sub- 
urban scene. A very enjoyable session, we 
look forward to John’s next treat in twelve 
months time. 

Open Weekend - Last weekend in Au- 
gust, volunteers needed to assist Judy 
Marsden in the Food Bar, it doesn’t have 
to be your wife/girlfriend or other, it can 
in fact be YOU. Think about it, this is a 
tidy little earner for the branch. If you are 
a regular user of the club facilities you 
should try to assist somewhere on this 
weekend. Remember, NO COMMITMENT 
- NO CLUB. Also donations of food will 
be most welcome. 

Main layout (Stonnington) will run 


Australian on Saturday and European on 
Sunday. 

Bob Marsden thanked all those who had 
assisted with the food bar in the past, in 
particular Judy Marsden, Elizabeth Secker 
and Jill Stockfeld. 


Social Meeting Held 
8th June, 1995 


Vice-President Blair Westerman did a 
great job standing in for our President who 
was away on holidays. 

Model Competition - no entries 

Photo Competition - winners to be an- 
nounced 

Models for display, private - Ron Welsh. 
Lindberg Classic, North Atlantic fishing 
trawler. Also miniature 2 amp transform- 
ers (12/0/12v 2a) suitable for making bi- 
polar controllers, available from Jaycar, 
A’Beckett St, Melbourne at $5 each. 

Models for display, commercial - Rail 
Transport Models, Australia. American 
Ltd, HO scale, 20 ft intermodal 
bulktainers, $9.50 undec, $10.50 decorated. 
. Union Pacific, unframed . Undecorated, 
framed 
. Alaska West Express, unframed . Stolt, 
framed 
. Trans America Leasing, framed . 
Eurotainer, framed 
. Santa Fe QTC, framed 
Agenda Item - Slide Presentation 
by Committee Members 

John Gilmour gave us some varied 
scenes of railways in Canada and United 
States, as well as Austria and Switzerland. 
Stuart Westerman had an interesting col- 
lection of vintage slides from the 1970's, 
with views from New South Wales, Queens- 
land and Victoria, what a dramatic change 
in 20 years. Robert Bogie gave us some 
quite diverse scenes from Canada through 
to Mexico as well as some past views of 
operations within Australia. It’s good to see 
people are recording those images for the 
future. 

Items of interest : 

Jack Treseder for the AVMRC Conven- 
tion, needs people to 
volunteer their time 
as speakers to other 
kindred groups. The 
subject you talk on 
will of course be re- 
lated to the hobby. 


This view of 
Kynteton was taken 
at this yeatr’s 
Victorian Branch 
Exhibition at 
Camberwell. 
Compare the detail 
on the station with 
the photo on the 
cover of issue 225. 
Photo lan McKenna 


Social Meeting Held 
13th July, 1995 


Models for Display - Private, Graeme 
Nitz provided a newspaper article from 
Great Britain on the Tasmanian Beyer 
Garrett, K1. Apparently the loco is being 
restored to operating condition for use on 
the Welsh Highland Railway. 

John Harry, showed a video produced 
by Howard Armstrong featuring Tasma- 
nian steam, including a private railway at- 
tached to a motel, with an operating rep- 
lica of the TGR K class Beyer Garratt. 

Models for Display - Commercial, Rail 
Transport Models, Australia. American 
Ltd Models, operating diaphragms for 
Stewart F diesels, Kato F diesels, Athearn 
F diesels and streamline cars. Also decals 
for Stolt and Eurotainer bulktainers. 

Photo Competition, winner from last 
month was Stuart Westerman with 80 
points. 

Model competition, winner was Bruce 
Race with 78.5 points. 

LGB outdoor railway, Peter Ogier is 
now the co-ordinator for this group, if you 
are at all interested in this activity please 
talk to Peter. 

Fyffe Thorpe made a donation of a 
multi-channel communication system. 
This will be put to good use. Thank you 
Fyffe. 

Agenda Item, Annual Auction 

Again our annual auction was carried 
out with great dexterity by Stuart 
Westerman. As a measure of his success 
was the fact that only a couple items did 
not sell. 

Committee of Management Nomina- 
tion Forms now available, election at the 
September meeting. 

GHB 


Wagon News 


With National Rail taking over the in- 
terstate steel traffic, the transfer of slab 
steel to BHP at Long Island from standard 
gauge to broad gauge previously done at 
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Albury is now carried out in Melbourne 
Yard (near West Tower). For Victorian 
modellers this is a bonus as the wagons now 
used on the broad gauge train to Long Is- 
land are composed of ex SRA NOBX 
(some), ex WAGR WOAX (a few) and ex 
V/Line VOBX & VOCX (mostly). The V/ 
Line wagons are a mixture of ribbed sided 
and the original (flat sided) build. All these 
wagons are available from your nearest 
hobby shop, the NOBX is from AR Kits 
and Powerline, the WOAX from Scaleways 
and the three varieties of the ELX from 
BGB Kits as well the re-released ELX/ 
VOCX from Lima, don’t forget to weld all 
your doors shut as per recent instructions. 
Put a Powerline G class or two on the front 
and away you go, incidentally a full train 
is 38 wagons. 

Note that all ex V/Line VOBX, VOCX 
and VOFX wagons used for slab steel trans- 
port by NRC have been recoded to ROJX 
as all doors have been welded in the closed 
position. Maximum speed is 90 km/h, how- 
ever if the gross vehicle mass is 80 tonnes 


the speed is reduced to 
Again to do with slab steel transport, a 


new vehicle has been trialled on the Long 
Island traffic. It is an ex AN RKSY, and is 
officially titled a 3 pack articulated. This: 
is the PTC definition. After seeing the ve- 
hicle I tend to differ. It is in fact three - 
seperate skeletal framed vehicles, 
permenantly coupled with drawbars. My 
understanding of a pack vehicle is one that 
has each inner wagon sections supported 
on a single bogie. In other words a three 
pack has only four bogies, whereas the 
RKSY has six. The RKSY can run on ei- 
ther 1435 mm or 1600 mm gauge, but is 
not available for bogie exchange. 

Noted on an Adelaide bound container 
train (7/7/95) was a composition of mostly 
ex AN 2 pack container flats. 

GHB 


Locomotive News 


Noted in the Melbourne Herald Sun 
(24/4/95) was an article on Australia’s first 
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On a summer day long before streamlining, Gresley geared S302 is looking good as it approaches Kynteton Station. Photo 


Geoff Brown 


road-rail convertible vehicle which is to be 
tested by V/Line Freight. Funding for the 
first three road transferable locomotives 
(RTLs) will be included in the next state 
budget. The government is hoping the 
RTUs will be a low cost alternative for po- 
tential private rail operators. They will be 
capable of hauling as many as 10 wagons 
and are easily converted from road to rail. 
The article did not mention the speed fac- 
tor, but looking at the sketch it looks like a 
standard highway road tractor fitted with 
autocouplers, and a set of rail wheels which 
have their own transmission from the en- 
gine. Currently Hi-Rail vehicles operating 
in Victoria are limited to around 60 km/h. 

J class diesel electric locomotives (ex 
WAGR) have been given approval to oper- 
ate in Victoria. They can only operate on 
lines authorised for T class. The maximum 
load must not exceed that of a Y class. To 
those of you not familiar with the J class 
they feature the same EMD 6 cylinder en- 
gine as the Y class. The main difference is 
the cab shape, the traction motors and the 
bogies. It will be interesting to see what 
duties they perform. One was noted 
(No.104) in Spencer Street yard (10/7/95) 
moving the re-introduced Overland. Liv- 
ery was for Great Northern Rail Services. 

Monday 10/7/95 was a not a good day 
in Melbourne with a top temperature of 6.5 
deg C and a wind chill factor of minus 6 
deg C. However the bright spot in the day 
was on my journey home where we over- 
took a Sydney bound freight with an 81 
class up front with 42214 (candy) and 
42220, still in its red and chrome livery, 
magic. So for all you camera people this 
may be your last chance to get 422’s in Vic- 
toria. Don’t worry about the weather, mod- 
ern film can handle all light conditions, just 
get those photos. 

Noted at Tottenham on 13/7/95 was a 
V/Line G class hauling the the first private 
train of the transport company.SCT who 
are to operate a weekly (Friday) louvre van 
service to Perth. 


Other News 


Victorian ELX/VOCX wagon re-re- 
leased by Lima. Congratulations to Micheal 
Hicks of Platform One Wholesalers for 
taking on this project. The wagon when 
first released in its grey (SAR) and red (VR) 
colours was a good starting point for many 
a modification. When altered to the AN 
green/gold version it became a Dodo to the 
serious modeller because of the gross logo 
moulding on the side. The new version 
should be available now. The big plus is that 
it is in two versions, VR and V/Line. How- 
ever if you want go back in time you can 
spray it mid grey and add an SAR or ANR 
(red in a box) decal. 


GHB 


In The Shops 


Further to item concerning ConCor 
road vehicles in the last Journal, Hearns 
Hobbies have in stock a number of identi- 
cal vehicles but under the label Promotex, 
same manufacturer, the only difference is 
these come without decals, all the other 
bits, ie rear view mirrors, etc, are still there. 

Box Car Hobbies of West Melbourne 
still have their 48 foot container and de- 
cals for the transport company Boxcar. Plus 
the early 40 foot x 8 foot and the newer 40 
foot x 9 foot 6 inch high TNT containers. 


| They also have the BGB VHJA gypsum 


hopper, plus the new Steam Era P, U and 
high sided IA wagons. John will be pleased 
to hear from you. 


The Buffer Stop of High St, Preston 
have a growing range of VR Prototype 
Models. The soon to be released drainage 
grate will compliment the “A” type and “C” 
type water columns. There is also an as- 
sembled, ready-to-go, VR Trackside Shed 
at $8.95. Trevor can still supply kits for the 
BPL, BCPL cars, the CM parcels van and 


Tait cars, plus the recently released DERM > 


and trailer. The new Steam Era wagons are 
also available. 
GHB 


News From Europe 


For those of you interested in European 
railways here are a few snippets courtesy 
of Today’s Railways, issue no.6. Bear in 
mind that some of the items are dated, but 
hopefully will still be relevant. 


Rail Saves Flooded Europe 

We all saw the reports of the floods in 
northern Europe during late January, how- 
ever what was not reported was that rail 
services continued almost unaffected and 
in many cases provided a lifeline to com- 
munities stranded by rising waters. 

In France, recently closed stations were 
reopened to serve towns which had lost the 
habit of using the train. 

In the Low Countries (Netherlands) 
over 200,000 people were evacuated from 
the central part of the country as dykes 
threatened to burst. All NS train services 
continued to operate throughout this pe- 
riod. | | 

In Germany, the river Rhein rose to 
record levels and flooded large tracts of 
land including part of K6In. The effects on 
rail were minimal, both lines along the 
Rhein valley being raised well above the 
level of parallel roads in most cases. 

In Belgium, as elsewhere, rail provided 
a lifeline for towns otherwise completely 
cut off by floodwater. Most serious prob- 
lems were in the Meuse valley between 
Namur and Dinant. Here trains ran to nor- 
mal or increased frequencies but had to 
operate at much reduced speeds as people 
were walking along the tracks, this being 
their only “dry” link between towns. 


Other News 


From Ist July, 1995, Czech Railways are 
to be separated into two activities - infra- 
structure and operations. The Czech gov- 
ernment has removed CD’s rail monopoly 
and private operators are invited to take 
over closed lines. : | 

Canadian railway group Bombardier 


took over Waggonfabrik Talbot of Aachen, 
Germany at the end of February. 

At the end of 1994 Italian Railways or 
FS presented their new logo and corporate 
identity. The new logo features a large F in 
white and a less obvious S in green, as well 
as two shades of blue. 

The Transport Minister of European 
Russia, has proposed the conversion of the 
rail network in Western Russia from the 
existing 1524 mm gauge to nm gauge to 1435 mm gauge 
of the European Union because of the 
reorientation of the market. 

Czech Railways have received a grant 
of 500 million for the upgrading to 160 km/ 
h standards of the 450 km Decin-Praha- 
Breclav line, part of the Berlin-Wein ar- 


tery. 
TGV TGV TGV 


At the same. time as TGV-Réseau set 
4504 was being tested in Italy (6/2/95), 
TGV-Réseau set 4501 returned to the Neth- 
erlands to continue trial running with a 
new type of pantograph in preparation for 
a May 1996 Paris-Brussels-Amsterdam 
service. 

SNCB/NMBS (Belgium) has proposed 
a new TGV service for May 1996 consist- 
ing of two return services per day between 
Paris and Gent/Namur. 

The French government has granted 
SNCF a subsidy which will allow work to 
begin soon on the TGV-Mediterranée line 
from Valence to Marseille and Montpellier. 
The French government has allotted a FF 
4 billion to the project, financed by a tax 
on motorway tolls. 

A major portion of the revenue from 
excursion trains operated by SNCF comes 
from comes from carrying pilgrims to and 
from Lourdes in the Pyrenées. For the first 
time SNCF intends to operate pilgrim spe- 
cials with TGV rakes from 1996. 

Construction of the Madrid-Barcelona- 
Narbonne high speed line will commence 
on two sections in the second half of 1995. 
These will initially be built for broad gauge 


and incorporated into the existing Madrid- 
Barcelona line, being converted to stand- 
ard gauge once the entire line has been 
completed. Work is not expected to be com- 
pleted before 2005. 


Bringing “Our Boys” Back Home, 
MEDLOC 50th Anniversary 

With memories of D-Day being cel- 
ebrated in 1994, it is not surprising that in 
1995, the 50th anniversary of the end of 
World War 2 in Europe will spark many 
memories of those who just wanted to go 
home. One of the unsung tasks from 1944 
was that of bringing the many hundreds of 
thousands of “our boys” back to Britain. 
This task fell to Movement Control, part 
of the Royal Engineers. Most of the serv- 
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iceman serving in North Africa, Middle 
East and southern France came home on 
trains organised under the nickname 
“Medloc”. 

These words are just part of an article 
concerning Medloc. Included with the ar- 
ticle is a beautiful painting by George 
Heiron showing a Medloc leave train cross- 
ing a war battered stone viaduct some- 
where in South-West France. At the head 
of the train is a very new Class 141R, while 
the train is composed of a variety of vehi- 
cles, including LNER Gresley and GWR 
coaches. If you are a veteran from the Eu- 
ropean/North African Campaigns then I’m 
sure this painting will bring alump to your 


throat. 
GHB 


Agenda Items 


September 

1 Fri 1930 Timetable Operation Dutch - era 3/4/5 

3 Sun 1330. Timetable Operation USA - General 

4 Mon 0930  Daylighters 

11 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

14 Thu AGM - Election of Committee Model - Std Categories 


Photo - Train on new Std Gauge to Adelaide 


15 Fri 1930 Timetable Operation USA - Western 1960/70 

16Sat 1300 Timetable Operation BYO Train 

18 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

25 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

27 Wed 1000 Junior Running Day (J. Gardner) BYO Train 

October 

2 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

4 Wed 1000 Junior Running Day (J. Gardner) BYO Train 

6 Fri 1930 Timetable Operation German - era 3/4/5 

8 Sun 1330 Timetable Operation UK prototype,general 

9 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

12 Thu 1930 Social Meeting Model Std Categories/Members slides 
Photo West Coast Loco Diesels from the Past 

14Sat 1300 Timetable Operation BYO train 

16 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

20 Fri 1930 Timetable Operation USA - General 1970 to present 

23 Mon 0930 Daylighters 

30 Mon 0930 Daylighters Timetable Operation BYO train 


Can you help Geoff Brown? Wagon 6 HH, South Dynon breakdown train, do any 
members know its original classification, and what traffic was it built to carry? 
Photo. Geoff Brown 
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Programme 


September 
Friday Ist 


Throttle, part II, with Dave Waters 


Saturday 2nd General Club Activities 
Monday 4th 


Film and Video Club 


A, 
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‘N’ Scale Special Interest Group’s topic night - Building an Electronic 


Note 3 
Note 1 


Video Night, including video of the 1995 Exhibition made by the WA 


Note 7 


Wednesday 6th LMS Modellers of WA Special Interest Group meeting 


- Moving the moo-cows 


Saturday 9th General Club Activities 
Monday 1ith 
Wednesday 13th General Club Activities 


Friday 15th 


Saturday 16th General Club Activities 
Monday 18th 


Friday 22nd 
Saturday 23rd General Club Activities 


Wednesday 27thGeneral Club Activities 
Saturday 30th General Club Activities 


Sn3'/ Special Interest Group meeting 


Note 2 
Note 1 
Note 5 
Note 1 


‘N’ Scale Special Interest Group meeting General Running Night 


Note 3 
Note 1 


Repeat of Building an Electronic Controller, part II, with Dave Waters 


Note 6 


Southern Railway Modellers Special Interest Group meeting 


Note 4 
Note 1 
Note 1 
Note 1 


Monday 18th Repeat of Building an Electronic Controller, part II, with Dave Waters 


Friday 22nd 
Saturday 23rd General Club Activities 
Wednesday 27thGeneral Club Activities 
Saturday 30th General Club Activities 


Programme Notes 


All meetings will be held in the Branch’s 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, 
BAYSWATER [right opposite to Padding- 
ton Street]. Moojebing Street runs off Guild- 
ford Road towards the Swan River about 50 
metres east of the traffic signals which con- 
trol the railway crossing opposite the Cresco 
Fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows- 

Mondays: 8.00pm Wednesdays: 8.00pm 
Fridays: 7.30pm Saturdays: 1.30pm 

The Duty Officer will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier than 
the times specified above. 

Visitors are always welcome - just come 
in and introduce yourself to the Duty Of- 
ficer, if it isn’t obvious who the Duty Officer 
is, please ask someone to find him for you. 
The Duty Officer will show you around the 
Clubrooms, which we know to be the best 
of any model railway club in Western Aus- 
tralia and possibly anywhere else in Aus- 
tralia! You will be introduced to other mem- 
bers present whose modelling interests are 
similar to yours. 

Members pay a small fee at each meet- 
ing; this covers some of the general operat- 
ing expenses of the Clubrooms, and entitles 
members to free hot refreshments [tea, cof- 
fee, Milo and a biscuit for two]. Visitors are 


Note 6 


Southern Railway Modellers Special Interest Group meeting Note 4 


Note 1 
Note 1 
Note 1 


not required to pay a fee unless they keep 
coming to the Clubrooms week after week 
without even giving a hint about joining the 
Association [and, thereby, the Branch]. 
Canned soft drinks are available from the 
refrigerator in the Meeting Room. The key 
is held by the Duty Officer. Cordial and 
chilled water are also available from the re- 


frigerator at no cost. 


Note 1. At General Club Activities meet- 
ings, you may use the Branch facilities more 
or less as you wish (provided you recognise 
the feelings and entitlements of other mem- 
bers] - you may run your own trains on the 
Branch’s layouts [Sn3'2 models may have 
difficulty in passing the platform edges on 
‘Haltwhistle’], or you can use some of the 
Branch’s gear (see the Duty Officer for ac- 
cess to the models]. You are welcome to as- 
sist with work on the various layouts, Stu- 
dent Members are encouraged to assist in 
the development of Student Members 


16.5mm gauge layout. Our video, book and 


magazine library is at your disposal, to 
browse, borrow to take home, or to play your 
selected video on the Branch’s VCR. You 
may also make use of our Work Station for 
that job you haven’t been able to do at home 
- you must be accredited for the use of the 
Lathe and Air-Brush. See the Duty Officer 
for access to this equipment. If all these ac- 
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tivities seem a bit too arduous, you can chat 
away to like minded railway modellers. 

Having trouble with your latest project? 
Don’t know where to find the answer? Find 
the Duty Officer and he will either answer 
your question(s] or find someone who can. 

Note 2 The LMS Modellers of WA 
aim to inspire the known modellers of the 
London, Midland and Scottish Railway, its 
many constituents and its successor, British 
Railways [London Midland Region] to 
greater heights by these monthly meetings 
where there is an exchange of information 
on a chosen topic, know-how on the avail- 
ability of LMS models, LMS modelling hints 
and tips, mutual admiration of each other’s 
LMS modelling achievements and general 
chit-chat, but only on LMS matters. 

Note 3 The ‘N’ Scale Special Inter- 
est Group meetings are designed to allow 
active modellers in ‘N’ scale to enjoy some 
running on the Branch’s “West-N-Trak” lay- 
out. However, you don’t have to be an ‘N’ 
scale modeller to come to these meetings. 

Note 4 Members interested in the 
Southern Railway, its constituent companies 
and British Railways [Southern Region] are 
welcome at the Southern Railway Modellers 
Special Interest Group meetings. The Group 
also meets elsewhere to continue their con- 
struction of an exhibition layout based on 
Alton, Hampshire. If you wish to become 
involved contact Mike Sibley on 496 1243. 

Note 5 If you are interested in mod- 
elling the local scene, at the Sn3 Special In- 
terest Group meetings you can try your hand 
at building a model of a fairly simple WAGR 
prototype, under the guidance of experi- 
enced modellers, and as you develop the 
necessary skills, progress to more complex 
models. Most of your modelling require- 
ments can be obtained through either ‘Pad- 
dington Market’ [styrene sheet, MEK, sol- 
dering flux, etc.,] or from the Railwest Mod- 
els sales person present [wheels, compensa- 
tion units, castings, brass rod, and various 
kits, etc.. 

Note 6 Dave Waters has kindly 
agreed to repeat his ‘N’ Scale Special Inter- 
est Group presentation earlier this month 
for the benefit of the broader membership. 

Note 7 A night in front of the TY, 
looking at the feature that the WA Film and 
Video Club have produced of the 1995 Ex- 
hibition. This is expected to be about 40 
minutes duration, and there will be time to 
have a look at some other video material as 
well. 


Smoke Signals 


As you may have realised, we are badly 
in need of a volunteer to take on the role 
of Publicity Officer and/or Branch Re- 
porter. 

With the Exhibition soon to be upon 
us, the more assistance gained by the COM, 
the more successful the Exhibition should 
be and the better the results for the Branch. 

The Branch Reporting side of the job 
should be made easier by each Duty Of- 
ficer submitting a short report after their 
meeting, a practice that has lapsed as no 
one is solely responsible at the moment. 

During June and July we held the fol- 
lowing events:- 

The second Auction for the year was 
better attended, by both buyers and sell- 
ers, with the majority of the lots being sold 
and a successful result for the Branch. 

Monthly Modelling Clinics have missed 
the presence of Laurie and Al, but we have 
seen some advances in the “Green Don- 
key” project. Some work has also been 
accomplished on the layouts on these 
nights 

The O Gauge Mini Convention went off 
well, with four clinics attracting attention 
through the day. If this is to be repeated 
next year, planning should have com- 
menced by the time you read this. Are 
there any volunteers out there ready to run 
a Clinic? 

Layout operating meetings continue to 
be well attended, although the biggest at- 
tendance for some time may well have been 
the Juniors Layout operating day in the 
July School Holidays, when Keith Wall 
organised two bus loads of children and 
adults to visit from the Holdsworthy area. 
Thanks to Ross Moar, Fred Stell and their 
assistants, for organising the day and look- 
ing after our guests. 

The last meeting for July saw a good 
attendance by members of the Hills Dis- 
trict Club, who viewed some videos taken 
by our members and ran some trains, to 
recuperate from their own quite success- 
ful Exhibition. The Hills Club is a mem- 
ber of AMRA. We will be visiting their 
clubrooms later in the year, or early next 
year. 

I have noticed an increased attendance 
at the last couple of Exhibitions I have been 
to. Lets hope it works that way for us. 

You may well receive this after the clos- 
ing date for Exhibition Rosters - 25 th Au- 
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gust, but please don’t be shy. If you have 
not yet filled in and returned your roster 
sheet, please do so now. Every bit of help 
at our Exhibition helps to support the 
Branch and the Clubrooms. 


Programme. 


August 

Sat 25th Slides, John Stormont, Sydney 
Yard - 1965 - 1974. 

September 

Sat 2nd Learn the Layouts, HO. Layout 
Ops O and N. 

Fri 8th Modelling Clinic. Layout Ops HO 
and N. 

Sat 16th Layout Ops - UK. 

Fri 22nd Exhibition Preparation. 

Sat 23rd Visit to Macarthur District Model 
Railway Club - see note below. 

Fri 29th Exhibition Set Up 

Sat 30th Exhibition. 

October 

Sun 1st Exhibition. 

Mon 2nd Exhibition. 

Thu 5th Junior Layout Ops Day. 

Sat 7th Audio/Visual. If you have any in- 
teresting prints, bring them too - we'll put 
them up on the monitor via a video cam- 
era. 

Fri 13th Monthly Modelling Clinic. Lay- 
out Ops HO and N. 

Sat 21st Open Day. 

Fri 27th Layout Ops - Americas. 
November 

Sat 4th Layout Work Day. 

Fri 10th Federal AGM. 

Sat 11th ) Mini Bus Trip. 

Sun 12th ) Cowra and Lachlan Valley Rail- 
way. Keep an eye on the Notice Board. 
Sat 18th Member’s Auction. Lots to be 
booked in by 2.00 PM. 

Fri 24th Layout Ops - Australian. 


Please keep your eye on the Notice 
Board for any changes or additions to the 
programme. Up to date programmes are 
to be found in the magazine rack adjacent 
to the kitchen servery. 


Note : Macarthur District Model Rail- 
way Club have moved into their new 
Clubrooms, located on Menangle Station. 
They have offered us facilities to have a 
BBQ lunch and/ or tea. Please advise your 
preferences to the COM so that suitable 
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arrangements can be made for this meet- 
ing. 
Please help. We need a Publicity Of- 
ficer, Branch Reporter, and any suggestions 
you may have by way of topics for meet- 
ings, clinics, etc. The Layout Design Fo- 
rum set down for Sat August Sth was the 
direct result of a request from a fairly new 
member. 

I think it should turn out to have some- 
thing of interest to most members. I hope 
a report will appear in the next Journal. 

To any member thinking of volunteer- 
ing for any thing, we would like a few more 
volunteers for Duty Officer, especially if 
you are available for Duty on Friday nights. 


See you at Rockdale 
Phil Kelly 


New South Wales Branch 
and 


The Static HO Club Layout 


This small group have endeavoured to 
pursue an action which results in a “pic- 
ture of railways” in keeping with the high 
standard which is expected of AMRA. This 
ensures a layout which is more than just 
rails. Wherever a railway has been placed, 
a land scene was there first. Therefore no 
important layout should be without scen- 
ery. Furthermore it is the acceptance and 
attraction of the scene that one gets at an 
exhibition which gains AMRA both NEW 
and OLDER members. Prospective mem- 
bers become enthusiastic with the pros- 
pects of learning the many arts which they 
see displayed. 

So if we think along the lines of improv- 
ing our club by creating a picture for eve- 
ryone to enjoy and learn from, then the 
Club has given them more scope for em- 
ploying their many talents. This is just giv- 
ing lots of reasons to join AMRA. 

AMRA in NSW holds an exhibition 
each year, the largest in Australia, and the 
standard of the layouts (NOT ONLY 
RAILS) is excellent, creating a story and 
with the finest detail. Therefore anything 
AMRA does has to be for the good of all 
members PLUS AMRA’s name. 

Remember it is NOT what the Club can 
do for the individual, it is what each mem- 
ber can do for AMRA. 

Signed the “HO” Committee. 
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From the Blastpipe 


Yes, it’s all over for another year. Over 
the Labor Day long weekend, over 13,500 
people strode through the doors to the Hor- 
ticultural Pavilion, in what was probably our 
second most successful show ever. It has 
been a tribute to the current Exhibition 
Committee that over the whole period of the 
show, not one major complaint was received 
from any of the exhibitors. It seems that this 
year we have managed to outdo ourselves. 

Without doubt, one of the major reasons 
for the show’s success was due to the efforts 
of both Jim Christie and Geoff Bowring. 
Jim’s efforts in preparing the show have been 
outstanding, and it has been excellent to 
watch how all the plans come into place over 
the three days. No major undertaking like 
this can ever be successful without some- 
one who can bind it all together and lead 
the members through the event. This year, 
Geoff has excelled himself with a manage- 
ment ability second to none. As President, I 
have been able to watch from the sidelines 
and have been impressed with how smoothly 
everything went. 

On the thank you side, the impressive 
efforts of the ladies cannot go unnoticed. It 
is always pleasing to see how the ladies (of 
whom some only meet once a year) get to- 
gether and get the work done. There was 
only one troublemaker in the Canteen this 
year and that was Colleen Mawson. Early 
on Sunday morning Colleen had everything 
done for the coming day and was sacking 
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the ladies as they were coming in. I think 
we will have to keep a close eye on her next 
year (I’ll leave that for you Bob!) so watch 
out ladies. 

The only disappointing note for this 
year’s show was the shortage of members 
during the three days. It is only once a year 
that the club really asks for that extra effort 
however it seems that the call wasn’t quite 
loud enough this year. To those who did 
come and help, it is a tribute to your dedica- 
tion that the club has been so successful. 
Some members, for example Martin van de 
Pol, we only see once a year, and that is to 
come in and help during the show. Martin 
even managed to collar his son-in-law to give 
us a hand on the Friday night. Also, Matt 
Colclough came down for the weekend form 
Gladstone to help out and stayed over every 
night for security (I think he might have to 
do something special for Mother’s Day to 
make up for it though). If only a few more 
members showed that sort of commitment 
to the successful running of the exhibition, 
we might not have been so stretched for man 
power. Remember, the only way we can keep 
this club running is by having successful 
exhibitions and for that WE NEED YOU!! 

Now that the show is behind us, one of 
the most important things to get on with is 
the reconstruction of the layout. Hopefully, 
by the time you read this the layout sub-com- 
mittee will have discussed some of the ideas 
put forward and have come up with some 
proposals for you to consider. Please remem- 
ber, when it comes time to making a deci- 


DUNSFORO ST. oo 


ZILLINERE RD 


Re AGA 5 Money Pe N 
ae Zo Me ; 
%,, Zil/mvene =o 
SA fe. 
fa 
Lele g City OR 
ROBIAEONW RD. 
sion on the future of the layout, don’t just 
think about what you want, but consider 
what will be the best compromise for all the 
members. 

The other major item coming up is the 
landscaping. A lot of people have donated 
money towards purchasing trees and it is 
with their help that we will get the grounds 
looking good a lot sooner. Thanks for your 
consideration. Next, it will be wheelbarrow 
and shovel time to finish things off, so come 
along and help out at our next working bee 
and see how green your thumb really is. The 
dates are given in the club programme. 


Happy modelling 
Tony Weber 


From the Secretary 


Kermit the frog once said “it’s not easy 
being green” and I’m inclined to agree with 
him. With our landscaping we’ve had a few 
problems: trees in the wrong place, rise and 
fall of the gardens running the wrong way 
and a few other things along the same lines, 


but all the problems are behind us now and, 
hopefully, by the time you read this we will 
have completed the landscape side of the 
project and had it passed by the City Coun- 
cil. 

The project has not been an enjoyable 
one physically but among the workers (The 
Old Reliables) there’s a sense of satisfaction 
and achievement with a job well done. At 
the start of the landscaping we engaged a 
bobcat to do much of the heavy work. The 
bobcat moved over 100 cubic metres of clay 
before we started spreading the top soil. 
Around the site we laid 50 metres of drain- 
age pipe, 80 metres of concrete garden edg- 
ing, 60 cubic metres of top soil, 5 cubic me- 
tres of ash, 12 cubic metres of gravel, 16 
cubic metres of pine bark and to finish the 
project of we planted 97 shrubs and trees - 
almost forgot the 250 square metres of turf. 
The planting of the trees was without doubt 
the most pleasant part of the project, lots of | 
laughter and chatter. Don “Flindersia aes 
Australis” Warn was the chief plant plotter 
assisted by Shane Yore. I think Don did a 
crash course in Latin or whatever language 
they do botanical names in the night before 
just to impress us. The official botanical 


At the 1995 Qld Branch Exhibition, Norm 
Read helps Queensland Members 
prepare exhibitor lunches. 

Photo Marg Fainges 
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Following on to the QR B13 article in 
the last Journal we have discovered this 
never published photo of a Ping Pong 
B13 seen at Kingaroy around 1910. The 
wide firebox and unusual smokebox can 
be clearly seen. A photo from the late 
Harry Harley collection. 


names just flowed off Dons tongue - he was 
just awesome. I think he even surprised him- 
self. Kerrie “The Strangler” Hayes is an- 
other worker who comes to mind. There 
was Kerrie with both hands wrapped firmly 
around the plant and without letting the 
plant go, trying to work out how to separate 
the pot from the roots of the plant. 


All jokes aside the project has beena ,« 3 


demanding one physically but it’s been an 
enjoyable one. The club facilities are look- 
ing a picture and as the project coordinator 
I'd just like to say “thank you” sincerely to 
everyone involved for a job well done. 
Bob Mawson. 


Notice of 


Annual General Meeting 


The Queensland Branch AGM will be 
held on Thursday the 26th of October 1995 
commencing at 8.00pm. 

Items of Business will be the presenta- 
tion of reports, the election of office bear- 
ers. 

Notice of Motion 

The Branch Management Committee 
asks all Branch members to consider the 
following motion to be put to the members 
at the AGM. 

“That the annual auction be discontin- 
ued in the future following the 1995 auc- 
tion”. 


Clubroom News 


Meetings continue to be well attended 
by members. At our May gathering, we were 
entertained by QR Engineer Peter Kennedy 
who, along with our member Bill Dunn, vis- 
ited Russia on a rail tour recently. The 
screening was most interesting and, as rail 
fan tours are new to Russia, Bill and Peter 
encountered many problems with the tour. 
A memorable experience however. If you 
are interested in visiting that part of the 
world you’d better have a talk to Bill or Pe- 
ter first. 

Our June Gathering was a members 
show and tell night which had a record 
amount of members participating. 

- Bob Mawson presented some large 
maps of the Warwick area showing places 
of railway interest. 

- Steve Colclough presented his re- 
cently completed Colonial Models kit of the 
Q.R. BBI8% steam loco in HOn3" scale. 

: Bob Clelland displayed a completed 
finely detailed Victorian Railways coach. 
Must have got the bug on his recent trip 
there. 

: Bruce Hoppitt presented a detailed 
Australian HO scale gondola. 

: John Lees gave us a look at his Q.R. 
HDA wagon in HO scale. 

- Ray Adams displayed his method of 
ballasting set track as seen in Journal re- 
cently. 
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- Ted Ward presented three items of 


interest - a collection of Q.R. buttons, a lay- 
out module mover - something Gyro 
Gearloose would have invented - and a LED 
tester, a way to check the polarity of LED’s 
without blowing them up! 

- Arthur Robinson (founder of the 
A.R. Kit Co) brought along some surplus 
BCH Coal Hopper wagon pars for the tak- 
ing - something to put in your model scrap 
yard? 

. Chris Malone - News from Q.R. - 
first 1700 class works the Daylight Rail Tour 
- stainless steel carriages SX44 & 47 sets 
going to Thailand - the new 3000hp Q.R. 
DEL 2801 does speed trials - RM60 
Railmotor restored at Townsville (similar to 
RMS55 Red Fred) in use on tours around 
Townsville - Q.R. overhauling C17 974 ready 
for a trip to Townsville with BB18'2 1079 
for troop train use - Q.R. also working on 
A10 No 6. 

: Jim Fainges - some fine drawings of 
Australian buildings to aid modelling. 

. Steve Malone - some slides of a steam 
tour to Wallangarra 20 years ago. 


Narrow Gauge News 


The Narrow Gauge group continues to 
meet at the clubrooms on the 3rd Tuesday 
evening. At the June meeting Andrew and 
Shane joined in as well. Ken Howard re- 
ported on his recent trip to the U.K., repre- 
senting Queensland NG modelers at the 
7mm NG Association AGM and Conven- 


tion. NG modeller from Tasmania, Frank, 


showed us his handy work in Australian 
buildings in 0 scale, plus some interesting 
rolling stock, some converted from 00 scale 
kits. Frank showed us some video footage 
from the U.S. featuring some wonderful NG 
layouts. Finally we decided to help Michael 
Bertucci with his layout in 0 scale NG which 
fits in his bedroom. The layout size is 12’x4'; 
split up into 4’x3' modules for transport ease. 
This will take us many months and hope- 
fully fit into the 1996 A.M.R.A.show. 


Model Railway Club Taxation 


We have heard that another large model 
railway club in Queensland has been hit by 
the tax man. Fortunately their books were 
in order and they had some thousands of 
dollars in the bank to pay back taxes. A 
warning to ALL clubs who have income 
from members of the public, bank interest 
etc. It’s all taxable at Company Tax rates! 


Clubroom Layout News 


During May & June the Layout Com- 
mittee has been busy listening to members’ 
ideas at working bees and meetings and read- 
ing the written submissions. The most ac- 
tive discussions have been at the working 
bees, usually when the work has been done, 
after afternoon tea. 

Some of the points coming through loud 
and clear are the requests to have the layout 
with some meaning, not just tail chasing like 
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Fig 1. Western end of Qld Branch Clubrooms. Proposed concept of new 16.5mm & 12mm 


gauge Club Layout 
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the last one. Also to have a simple, easy to 
read signalling system, the last was not sim- 
ple enough. Another request is to simplify 
the electrical systems and not have a com- 
plex main control panel. We have some con- 
flicting suggestions - some want to have 
steeper, interesting grades, while others want 
a flatter layout to assist the not so powerful 
locos. Some compromises still needed here. 

So far, we have come up with a concept 
to fill the 25x9m space which we hope will 
improve everything for everyone. The Con- 
cept is to have a fully walk around layout 
with separate fingers allow the drivers to 
follow their trains around. See fig 1. The lay- 
out design allows for narrower scenes, so you 
won’t need a chair or a ladder to reach some 
areas like before. 

A popular idea for the new layout is to 
have separate staging areas so one can un- 
pack and pack rollingstock without damage 
to layout or trains. 

At present we suggest a long 16.5mm 
gauge single track mainline with many sta- 
tions and lots of shunting opportunities. 
Also one or two 16.5mm gauge branchlines 
and a continuous HOn3 12mm gauge run. 

On the previous layout only three trains 
could use the main line without the control 
panel operator needing medical help. The 
proposed concept will allow many more 
trains to be used at any one time, while al- 
lowing many other members to have inter- 
esting roles as station masters and mis- 
tresses. 

Many members have visited other suc- 
cessful clubs, mostly in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne and have reported back the good 
points of their layouts. 

At the moment it is proposed that the 
electrical system would be verysimple, a to- 
tally drive yourself around concept. Prob- 
ably the most complex aspect will be the tel- 
ephone or communication system between 
stations. At a later stage we could install a 
Control Clerk desk to control the mainline 
at busy times. At the flick of one switch we 
could change the layout from a totally lo- 
cally controlled system to a system where 
the Control Clerk would select which con- 
troller has the track section between each 
mainline station. He would control no more 
than 10 track sections, with the ability to 
allocate up to 10 controllers to drivers. 

As well discussions are continuing as to 
what standard the Hon3%2 12mm system 
should be built to. Any Hon3'2 members 
who intend to use the layout please contact 
the HOn3' representative Steve Colclough 
about any issues or standards. 

The 16.5mm gauge track standards will 
remain much the same, although the layout 
will be mainly HO Australian. Clearances 


Top: Winner of the 1995 Steve Suggit 
loco building competition was this 
HOn3% QR Beyer Garratt seen here in 
operation on the ‘Laidley’ Layout, built 
by Paul Blake. 

Bottom: QR Beyer Garratt 1009 is seen 
here on a test train in April. Since then 
the loco has worked some long heavy 
15 car enthusiast specials totalling 550 
passengers per train. The loco has 
performed faultlessly. There are plans 
to produce this loco as a HOn3% Kit. 


will allow HO, 00 and moderate sized QR 
Sn3'4 to run. So we hope to have a versatile 
club layout which is user friendly and will 
give enjoyment to all members both in con- 
struction and in operation. 


Branch Timetable 


The branch activities continue as nor- 
mal; generally the first and third Saturday 
afternoons and the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
evenings. The 4th Thursday is our monthly 
Gathering starting at 7.45pm. The Narrow 
Gauge nights start at 7.30p.m. A daylighters 
meeting is held on the second Tuesday of 
each month - contact Jim Hoskins or John 
Lees. 


September 

Sat 2nd Annual Auction 1p.m. Wavell 
Hts 

Thu 14th Clubroom Activities, Layout 
work 


Sat 16th Layout work 

Tue 19th Narrow Gauge Night 

Thu 28th Monthly Gathering, Modelling 
Competition 

Sat 30th Clubroom Activities 


October 

Sat 7th Layout work 

Thu 12th Layout work 

Tue 17th Narrow Gauge Night 

Sat 21st Layout work 

Thu 26th Annual General Meeting 
7.45pm, Slide quiz. 

November 

Sat 4th Layout work 

Thu 9th Layout work 

Sat 18th Layout work 

Tue 2ist Narrow Gauge Night 

Thu 23rd Monthly Gathering, Bill 


Blannin slide show. 


Library News 


During our shift from South Brisbane 
to Zillmere, some recent magazines went 
missing. These were May 1994 Continental 
Modeller and January 1994 Model 
Railroader. Would all members please check 
your collections for these missing club cop- 
ies. So far our attempts to find replacement 
issues have been fruitless. Any ideas? 


\ 
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Yeoluminous Videos — At 


Train World. 


‘le M Phone 

MEER ( 03)9596 6342 
624 HAWTHORN ROAD EAST BRIGHTON 3187 — 

: PO. BOX 2100 NORTH BRIGHTON VIC. 3186 


* Train World viaeos normally run between £ hour 
and 1 Aour witha few running 2 hours. 
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USTRACIAN MELBOURNE 
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Visit Train Wortd Monday +o Thursday 10-am. - 6.30 o.m. 
Fridasy 10am. ~ §.30p.m. 
Saturday Gam. - $00 p.m. 


Wanted Hornby, Coaches “00” Scale 


3 off R433 LMS Composite 
4 off R431 SR Composite 
@ $3 off R438 BR Ist open dark blue Member 
3 off R439 BR 2nd open dark blue Malcolm Booker 
2 off R722 BR 2nd dark blue i 11 Kildare Grove 
2 off R727 BR Composite dark roof Killarney Heights NSW 2087 | 
1 off R727 BR Composite light roof Phone (02) 451 8807 


1 off R728 BR Brake 2nd, dark roof 
1 off R728 BR Brake 2nd light roof 


Offers, in writing, are invited for the purchase of the following railway books- 
1. History of Rails, Parts 1 - 48 inclusive. 

2. Great Trains, (Sequel to the above) Parts 1 - 24 inclusive. 

3. History of Model & Miniature Railways, Parts 1 - 45. No binders. 

4. History of Model & Miniature Railways, Parts | - 45, 2 Binders. 

All are published by New English Library. 

The first three are complete with all free wallcharts, and all are in excellent condition. 
Offers, closing 30th September 1995, should be addressed to: 

HVRR PO Box 5046 ~— Allphington, Vic. 3078 
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SAstralia’s Made 
pTOUel TRAINS 


KEADY 70 RUN & KIP. 


@© TRAINS @ COMPONENTS © 
@ ACCESSORIES @ PAINTS @ 


AR KIT C0 


% PO. BOX 7236, 
mi? GRAFTON. NSW. 2460 


$$ 


CAS HOBBIES SUPPLY 


Mail Order business catering for enthusiasts who 
require that little bit of extra caring service. 
Let us know your requirements. Please include a SAE 


We will post anywhere in Australia. NSW $2.00 
Old-Vic-Tas $3.00 SA-NT $4.00 WA $5.00 
LAY BUYS AVAILABLE 


"YOUR WISH IS OUR COMMAND" 


Cas Hobbies Supply 
P.O. Box 24 
Shellharbour Square NSW 2529 
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